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PRELUDE
Pensive David Ritter
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound
of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants
us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

Red hymnal - ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Blue hymnal - ACS - All Creation Sings

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

We confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation ELW 645

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to
be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God'’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer
silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven
thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings
and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

’ At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts,
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take

it away.”

''He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake, ' and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. '° When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a
voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” '° Then the LORD said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive,
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. '’ Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '® Yet
I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace i1s un-der-stood.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith, ” who
fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to
the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and
doubt.

’? [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the
Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.”” And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, ** but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. *° And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. °° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. ' But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”



’% Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” *” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. *’ But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” °' Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” *> When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW 763

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

#1 In this world of division, dissent, hatred, violence, and war, we pray Lord, help
us open our hearts and minds to your WORD and your WAY. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

#2 We are living in a time when destruction of your creation confronts us every
day: floods, wildfires, microbursts, earthquakes, tainted food, drought. Awaken us
to heed the scientists' knowledge, research, and history. May we work to save the
environment we all need to survive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 Dear God, dismay and anxiety fill our hearts when we learn that our leaders, in
all branches of government, choose paths that destroy human lives. We pray those
governing will develop a conscience regarding this reality and act with justice,
integrity, and morality. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for medical staff, health care professionals, and first responders; and for
our siblings in faith in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our
partnerships remind us of your abundance. God of grace.

hear our prayer.

We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Aileen, co-worker of Lisa M, who died 7/30
e The Rev. Richard "Dick" Hembrock, former BLC member, who died on 7/15



We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Pr. Amy Walter-Peterson as she prepares for anticipated hip replacement
surgery on 8/14
e Matt S, friend of Chris M, who will undergo cochlear implant surgery 8/10
e Lou K, former member, who has been diagnosed with a brain disease
e Tess, daughter-in-law of Cathy Gottermeier, who is undergoing treatment for
a tumor pressing on her optic nerve

e Mike D, friend of Chris Gates, who is experiencing ongoing health challenges

e Mark F, who is recovering from anticipated surgery on 8/5
e Nancy F, who was recently hospitalized

Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.



OFFERING

Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E =L E
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by -
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the OR (quick

response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
This Little Light of Mine Michael Koncilja
tune, African American spiritual
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and

forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.



THE COMMUNION
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

T

o e i Ja. J
o ’

o

All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

HYMNS FOR COMMUNION
Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW 754
Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773

TABLE BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.



LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *= one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Earth and All Stars Tom Trenney
tune, David N. Johnson



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Additional musical leadership provided by:
Olivia Koncilja, euphonium
Ryan Koncilja, trumpet

Special Thanks to Michael Koncilja, organist/pianist, for assisting us with today’s
worship

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Sandy Squires holds office hours on Wednesdays from 9-1
and is responsive to phone and email Monday through Friday during usual business
hours. Please communicate your needs through the church office by phone (585)
223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday
— Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an
appointment either by calling the church office or emailing
pastor.hoffman(@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy@blcfairport.org
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BLC Builds Habitat for Humanity

Greater Rochester

S Habitat Bethlehem’s Outing on ﬁ?Habitat

for Humanity”

for lumanity’ - Saturday, August 22"

Interested in Helping?
Deadline August 14th

Contact Mike Joyce for
more information and
sign-up instructions.

mjjoyceusa@yahoo.com
713.882.4471
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“Glory to You, God”, All Creation Sings — Holy Communion, Setting 12, Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: J. Bert Carlson, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
With One Voice - Holy Communion, Setting Five, Music: Jeremy Young, © 2000, Augsburg Fortress
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“Come to the Table”, Text: Claire Cloninger, Music: Martin J. Nystrom
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“This Little Light of Mine”, Tune: African American spiritual, Arranger: Michael Koncilja
“Earth and All Stars”, Tune: David N. Johnson
© 1968 Augsburg Publishing House (adm. Augsburg Fortress)

Setting: Tom Trenney, © 2021 Augsburg Fortress



Silencing the Wind

In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness
and silence, even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over
stormy waters to his disciples, entering their boat and being present with
them despite their fears and doubts. Today’'s readings encourage us to keep
our words spare and meaningful, to lay aside our little faith with its wordy
worries, and to listen for God, who comes to us as quieting comfort.

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making even familiar places
seem strange, stirring up the water to obscure our vision and make our
journey fearful and slow. Today Jesus comes to us in our drowning panic,
quickly responding to our “Lord, save me!” (v. 30). The “little faith” (v. 31) of
Peter (and our little faith) is not only a chiding to "do better” in our faith lives
and respond to Jesus' call with discipline. It holds room for forgiveness. Even
when we risk and screw up anyway, God’'s hand is there to reach out and
catch us.

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong
wind suddenly stopped near one of us, we would probably panic, wondering
who did it, whether it was the calm eye of a storm, or whether a still bigger
tornado is coming. But Jesus walked out upon the water and helped Peter in
his fear to return to the boat's safety and security. Jesus gives powerful
reassurance and the gift of presence. God is not distant from our fears, but
close to keep us safe.



