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PRELUDE

Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier Gerald Near
(Dearest Jesus, we are here) tune, Johann R. Ahle
“Suo Gan” Gerold Near

tune, Welsh melody
ANNOUNCEMENTS

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food
and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance
of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our
world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away
as bread for the hungry.

Red hymnal - ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Blue hymnal - ACS - All Creation Sings

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

We confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW 461

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Isaiah 55:1-5
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that
previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these
nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
! Hear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
>Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
J Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
“ The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
" LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.



'“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
1> The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
'“You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
'7You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
'Y ou are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
”You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
Y ou watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy.
’ My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his
compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is
moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

Y Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew
from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it,
they followed him on foot from the towns. ' When he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. '° When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour
is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy
food for themselves.” '° Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” '’ They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” '* And he said, “Bring them here to me.” '” Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. *’ And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. *' And those who ate were about
five thousand men, besides women and children.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken ~ ACS 966




APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

#1 For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word.
Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that
God’s word is broken open and shared with all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



#2 For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures
are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and
all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in
harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead toward
your reign of love, hope, and peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for children and youth participating in summer camps this year and the
staff who make those experiences possible for them; and for our siblings in faith in
our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our partnerships remind us of
your abundance. God of grace.

hear our prayer.

We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Larry B, cousin of Kathy S, who died on 7/20
e The Rev. Richard "Dick" Hembrock, former BLC member, who died on 7/15

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Tess, daughter-in-law of Cathy Gottermeier, who is undergoing treatment for
a tumor pressing on her optic nerve
e Mike D, friend of Chris Gates, who 1s experiencing ongoing health challenges
e Mark F, who is recovering from anticipated surgery on 7/31
e Nancy F, who was recently hospitalized

Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace
hear our prayer.



Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E =1 E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Savior’s Shadow words and music, Blake Shelton
Jessi Alexander, and Jon Randall


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.




Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice

is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.




HYMNS FOR COMMUNION

Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ELW 464
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484
TABLE BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *=* one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Voluntary William Selby



Flowers on the altar are provided today in memory of Edward Bangel from the
Bevier family.

BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Additional musical leadership provided by:
Donna Berner, vocals
James Berner, guitar/vocals

Special Thanks to Susan DePasquale, organist/pianist, for assisting us with
today’s worship

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Sandy Squires holds office hours on Wednesdays from 9-1
and 1is responsive to phone and email Monday through Friday during usual business
hours. Please communicate your needs through the church office by phone (585)
223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday
— Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an
appointment either by calling the church office or emailing
pastor.hoffman(@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org



mailto:volunteersupport@blcfairport.org
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/
http://www.blcfairport.org/
mailto:office@blcfairport.org
https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/
mailto:pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org
mailto:pastor.amy@blcfairport.org

BLC Builds Habitat for Humanity

Greater Rochester

S Habitat Bethlehem’s Outing on ﬁ?Habitat

for Humanity”

for lumanity’ - Saturday, August 22"

Interested in Helping?
Deadline August 14th

Contact Mike Joyce for
more information and
sign-up instructions.

mjjoyceusa@yahoo.com
713.882.4471

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License
under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in
the United States of America.

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

“Glory to You, God”, All Creation Sings — Holy Communion, Setting 12, Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: J. Bert Carlson, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
With One Voice - Holy Communion, Setting Five, Music: Jeremy Young, © 2000, Augsburg Fortress
Gospel Acclamation: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”, Text and Music: Handt Hanson
© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.

“Come to the Table”, Text: Claire Cloninger, Music: Martin J. Nystrom
© 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music (adm. Word Music)

“Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier”, Tune: Johann R. Ahle, Music: Gerald Near
© 1995 Aureole Editions (adm. Paraclete Press)

“Suo Gan”, Tune: Welsh melody, Music: Gerald near, © 1995 Aureole Editions (adm. Paraclete Press)
“Savior’s Shadow”, Words and Music: Blake Shelton, Jessi Alexander, and Jon Randall,
© 2016 Sony/ATV Music Publishing, Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc.
and BMG Platinum Songs USA
“Voluntary”, Music: William Selby, © 1975 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.



Abundance from Scraps

Jesus is able to feed us abundantly, even with scraps. He meets earthly needs
by feeding the crowds and continues now to offer himself as holy meal, freely
given to all, no matter their income or rank in society. Advertisers have
trained us that what's proclaimed as “free” usually isn't. More often, it's a ploy
to get our money for some other, larger, purchase. Today we are invited to
trust and receive Jesus' free gift of love without mistrusting that he's got
some scheme up his sleeve.

It can be hard to relax and trust God to take care of us and nourish us with
the mere scraps we often see around us. We panic and take matters into our
own hands instead of trusting. We experience that crushing sense of
responsibility, not just to ourselves, but to our children or parents or other
loved ones to keep them fed and clothed and healthy. Trusting as the crowd
did that day seems completely foreign to those of us living in North America,
abundant in resources.

With food freely given, with quantity enough to feed only a few, Jesus makes
this miracle, and there are leftovers to clean up. But for most of us, belief
comes slowly and warily when we've been burned by experience: How will
there be enough for all of us, when we've been the last one at the lunch line,
the late arrival at the party, and everything’'s gone? What if we see people in
the crowd we don't want fed and jostle our way to the head of the line to get
first choice? Will it be fair? Trusting that our daily bread and even our very
lives are in God’s hands is hard to do as we grow older and are burdened by
responsibility, but God has compassion for every member of the crowd, and
we are blessed and invited to be joyful recipients of that generosity.



