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PRELUDE 
Fuga         Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
    from Organ Sonata II in C Minor, op. 65 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We 
gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 

Red hymnal - ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Blue hymnal - ACS - All Creation Sings 

 
GATHERING 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
We confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 



 
GATHERING HYMN  Before You, Lord, We Bow          ELW 893 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may 
believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of 
hope.” 
 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14 
 Read responsively 
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The Lord is good to all, 
 and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
 and all your faithful shall bless you. 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
 and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds 
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
 and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 



The Lord is faithful in all his words 
 and gracious in all his deeds. 
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling 
 and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the 
Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive 
what God has to offer. 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is 
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 



demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by 
her deeds.” 
  20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had 
been done because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, on the 
day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And 
you, Capernaum, 
 will you be exalted to heaven? 
  No, you will be brought down to Hades. 
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty        ELW 777 
 



 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
#1 God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and 
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we 
may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#2 God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through 
war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 



#3 God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its 
declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future 
generations. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for ministries devoted to addressing food insecurity and its root causes, 
including Perinton’s Sunday Dinner Ministry, Perinton Food Shelf, LOOP Ministry 
in Rochester and other congregational-based efforts; and for our siblings in faith in 
our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our partnerships remind us of 
your abundance. God of grace. 
hear our prayer.  
 
We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and 
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us. 
 
We offer prayers of thanksgiving for:  
• Wayne Roman, second grandchild of Kim K, who was born on 6/1 

 
We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of: 
• Linda L, former member of BLC, especially her husband, Bill, and sons, 

Peter and Bryan, who died on 6/15 
 

We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Gwen N who is recovering from surgery after a recent fall 
•  Robert H, brother-in-law of Ron M, who is anticipating surgery on 6/30 for 

pancreatic cancer 
 
Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 
God of grace 
hear our prayer.  
 
We remember those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people 
in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together 
with those who have gone before us and with saints of every tribe and nation, into 
the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 



 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 
SHARING GOD’S MEAL 

 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship 
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share. 
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your 
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by 
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick 
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile 
giving page.  
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC 
God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
    (ACS 1084)     text and music, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
 
 
OFFERTORY 
 

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. Loving God,  
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We 
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 



 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice 
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

 
THE COMMUNION 

 
 
HYMNS FOR COMMUNION  
Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me            ELW 755 
Day by Day            ELW 790 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 

 
BENEDICTION 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Lift Every Voice and Sing         ELW 841 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee           Paul Manz 
    (HYMN TO JOY)         tune, Ludwig van Beethoven 
 
 
 



 
 
BLC Pastors 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Additional musical leadership provided by: 
    James Berner, guitar 
    Pr. Amy Walter-Peterson, soprano 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Sandy Squires holds office hours on Wednesdays from 9-1 
and is responsive to phone and email Monday through Friday during usual business 
hours. Please communicate your needs through the church office by phone (585) 
223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday 
– Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an 
appointment either by calling the church office or emailing 
pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy@blcfairport.org 
 

mailto:volunteersupport@blcfairport.org
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/
http://www.blcfairport.org/
mailto:office@blcfairport.org
https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/
mailto:pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org
mailto:pastor.amy@blcfairport.org
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When a Yoke Means Freedom 
 

Today’s gospel reading contains iconic words from Jesus: “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). Jesus offers 
a yoke to tired listeners and tells them that a yoke will give them rest. 
The yoke as a means to rest was a strange idea for the disciples, and 
it ought to sound strange to us as well. The early hearers of this 
biblical passage would have known a yoke to be a means of engaging 
the energy of oxen as heavy lifters in the enterprise of farming. Yokes 
are still employed in our world and they are still a burden and a way 
of harnessing animals’ hard work. The first ancient readers or hearers 
of Matthew also viewed a yoke as a symbol of obedience to God’s law 
and wisdom. Generally, our instinct is to resist yokes and laws, or at 
least not immediately connect them with the idea of freedom. 
Through the image of the yoke, however, Jesus invites us to think of 
God’s law and wisdom as a means to surrender, give way, and accept 
something graceful and positive—rest, ease, lightness. Jesus reframes 
the idea of a yoke by telling us that a yoke will help us grow as 
disciples. The gospel links humility to freedom. 


