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PRELUDE
“Rockingham Old” Robert Buckley Farlee
(God Loved the World — ELW 323) tune, adapt. Edward Miller

Our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Today we
remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his
commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed
his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one
another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are
transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing
worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN Great God, Your Love Has Called Us ELW 358

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us
a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with
Christ and with one another, because it involves his body given for us and the new
covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of
Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

2For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, ?*and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” >’In
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 2For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not
mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his
disciples and urging them to do the same for one another.

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. ?The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper *Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around
himself. °Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and
to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. *He came to Simon Peter, who
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” "Jesus answered, “You do not
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” ®Peter said to him, “You
will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share
with me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and
my head!” '°Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” '"For he
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? *You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. *So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. °For I
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. '*Very truly,
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than
the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
31¢Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *2If
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. ¥Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot
come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. 3*By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

REFLECTION



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other.
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving
the peace of reconciliation. On this day let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and be reconciled with God and with one another.

Silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen

Worshipers may come forward for the laying on of hands and individual absolution.
Those at home may speak these words to yourself or another: In obedience to the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.



HYMN Nothing Can Trouble ACS 1033
Cantor: First time

All: Repeat as many times as needed
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us
bring our prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds.

A briefsilence

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from pride and self-

centeredness, and teach us to love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.




Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for all you
have made and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Where
they wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to suffering,
awaken their conscience. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort the grieving,
and relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for all who
gather around your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one another. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by

your Spirit to love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.



OFFERING

Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s =L E
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by .
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Meditation on “Ubi Caritas”
(Where True Charity and Love Abide - ELW 653) Vidas Pinkevicious

tune, 8th-cent. plainchant
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider,

you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through the
Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the pastors.



THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN
Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken ACS 966
TABLE BLESSING
LEAVING TO SERVE
SENDING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347

sing sts. 1-3; hum st. 4

We do not use a Benediction on this day in order to keep a sense of connection to
Good Friday. Today’s worship ends in silence. You are welcome to remain for silent
prayer as long as you wish. When you leave, please do so in silence.




BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BL.C Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Kathy Moragne, cantor

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide
All liturgical texts are drawn and adapted from Sundays and Seasons
“Rockingham Old” Tune: adapt. Edward Miller; Music: Robert Buckley Farlee © 2000 Augsburg Fortress
“Meditation on Ubi Caritas” Tune: ubi caritas et amor — 8th-cent. plainchant
Music: Vidas Pinkevicius © 2023 Vidas Pinkevicius



Lent and Holy Week at Bethlehem

Holy Week and Easter

During Holy Week we follow Jesus’ journey from his triumphal entry into the city
to a desolate cross to an empty tomb.

Check out the weekly Star and Ready for Worship emails for more information about
Holy Week worship.

Maundy Thursday, April 2

6 pm (in person only) — Remembering Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, we will
begin worship with a shared meal at tables in the Narthex and end in silence in the
sanctuary after the altar is stripped

Good Friday, April 3 at 7 pm (in person and livestream) — Tenebrae Service
Easter Sunday, April 5 at 8:55 am (in person and livestream) and
11 am (in person only)
Easter Breakfast served 9:45 — 10:45 am







Dirty, but Not Defined by Dirt

When Jesus approaches Peter to wash his feet, Peter’s reply is, “You will
never wash my feet.” Many will feel the same tonight. We struggle to
confess that we have dirty feet, that we live in dusty homes and have
messy lives. We would like people to see us with our shoes and socks
on, neatly wrapped and presented to the world. In private though, we
are painfully aware of our shortcomings. We can feel like miserable
failures, hopeless cases, lost causes. We are none of the above. We are
creatures of earth, living in earthy bodies and inspired with the breath
of God. We are dirt, but we are not our dirtiness.

When Jesus knelt at Peter’s feet to wash them, it was Peter who was
affronted by the seeming impropriety of the situation. But to Jesus, who
sees with God’s eyes, it was a chance to wash the feet of a loved one—
not unlike the feeling you might get touching the feet of an infant. We
are children of God and, like any loving parent, God simply wants to
give us a bath. Through the eyes of love God looks at us the way we
might choose to look at our church, at our lives, at our feet—as things
redeemable.

Our feet—stinky with decay, wrinkled with age, ugly from infection,
bruised by labor, signs of our march toward death—our feet are not
scary to the one who has bound us up into a new body, a body of life,
a body we entered into through baptismal waters. God, who is not
afraid to draw close to the decaying portions of our world, sees our feet
and loves them, and we are given the new commandment to love one
another as we are loved.



