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PRELUDE 
Partita on “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”       Robert A. Hobby 
    Theme, Pastorale, and Voluntary            tune, John Goss 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Attention kids: You are welcome to select something from the activity baskets to 
use during worship! They are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. Ask an 

usher if you need help! 
 
Parting words offer the highest points and ideals we wish to relay to others. The 
very best and most important parts of a message often come as part of our final 
instructions. The end of the book of Hebrews works to summarize the most 
important aspects, not only of the book itself, but of a life of faith. These 
exhortations, warnings, and guidelines are a helpful overview of the traits of a 
faithful Christian, and they also serve as an opportunity for self-reflection. 
 

GATHERING 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us with compassion, 
forgives our sins, and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 
We confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from 
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a 
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 
restore your joy within us. Amen. 
 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as 
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so 
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen.  



 
GATHERING HYMN   Blessed Assurance         ELW 638 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to 
receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  



 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every 
age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown 
future and to receive the promise of God. 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand 
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made 
from things that are not visible. 
  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By 
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who 
had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a 
better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



 

 

 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. 
Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready 
to receive from God and to give to others. 
[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open 
the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt 
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 
during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 
  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
  



 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer        ELW 618 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

 Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness 
of the church, the world, and all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
#1 Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and 
attentive to Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond 
with faithful action for the sake of the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
  



 
#2 Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the 
earth, especially where life and habitats are threatened. Guide the work of 
astronomers and all who teach us about the stars and galaxies. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
#3 You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from 
instruments of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for 
peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for medical staff, health care professionals, and first responders; and for 
our siblings in faith in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our 
partnerships remind us of your abundance. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and 
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick 
into your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy. 
 
We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of: 
• Dorice R, mother of Kim K, who died on 8/1 
• Fran H, former member of BLC, who died on 7/9 

 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• John S, friend of Lisa R, who has recently been diagnosed with colon cancer 
• Mary O, former member of BLC, who is preparing for hip-replacement 

surgery on August 6 
• Jen W, who is anticipating surgery on August 12 for possible breast cancer 

 
Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
  



 
 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship 
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share. 
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your 
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by 
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick 
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile 
giving page.  
 
 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC 
When the Saints Go Swingin’ In!            Andy Sauer 

tune, African American spiritual 
  

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we 
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
  



 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 
  



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice 
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

 
THE COMMUNION 
 
HYMN FOR COMMUNION  
How Great Thou Art           ELW 856 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 

 
BENEDICTION 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 
hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song       ELW 808 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Partita on “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”   Robert A. Hobby 
    Two-part Invention, and Finale        tune, John Goss 
 
  



 
 
BLC Pastors 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
Additional musical leadership provided by:  
    Finnegan Sauer, piano 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Molly Vasey is in the office from 9am - 1pm Tuesday - 
Thursday and can be reached by calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing 
office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday – Thursday and on-
call for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling the church office or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org 
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A Kingdom for the Little Flock 
 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.” Jesus promises the kingdom to us, his little 
flock, straining our minds with this uninhibited generosity. Even to 
us, so little and undeserving? Even to us, in the face of so many things 
to be afraid of? Suddenly everything we hold dear in this world is 
repriced, and the true value of things becomes plainly clear. We are 
being given the kingdom! So why not sell our possessions and give 
to those in need? We are being given the kingdom! So why not wait 
on expectant tiptoes for the master? When he comes he will wait on 
us! The Father’s free generosity calls forth in us a generosity we have 
never before known. Fear is now met with anticipation, and 
tightfistedness with open hands. We are being given the kingdom, so 
now we know what true treasure looks like. And yet, like our fathers 
and mothers in faith that the Hebrews reading speaks of, we too 
“desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.” But in Christ our 
heavenly country has already arrived. In him, God has freely given us 
the kingdom. 


