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PRELUDE
Lied Louis Vierne
(“Song” from Twenty-Four Pieces in Free Style, op. 31, no. 17)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention kids: You are welcome to select something from the activity baskets to
use during worship! They are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. Ask an
usher if you need help!

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to
reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most
profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you"—namely the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at
the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who looks upon us with compassion,

forgives our sins, and heals our lives.
Amen.

We confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and
restore your joy within us. Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through =+ Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

Blessed be God forever. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW 836

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your
loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our
neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Colossians 1:1-14
The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false
teachings. The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope,
and love that mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage.
! Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
?To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, * for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you
have for all the saints, ° because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have
heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel ° that has come to
you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been
bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended
the grace of God. ’ This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant.
He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, ® and he has made known to us
your love in the Spirit.

?For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, '’ so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the
knowledge of God. ' May you be made strong with all the strength that comes
from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience,
joyfully '? giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. '* He has rescued us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, ' in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest
commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity
display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy.
9 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do
to inherit eternal life?” 2° He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you
read there?” *’ He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your
neighbor as yourself.” ® And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do
this, and you will live.”



Y But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” *° Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off,
leaving him half dead. *' Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. ** So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. ** But a Samaritan
while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with
compassion. ** He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil
and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. *° The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more
you spend.’ *® Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the robbers?” *” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW 722

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness
of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

#1 Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love.
Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek
to learn your ways. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers
and farm workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that
are parched with heat. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to
govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable,
especially strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all those who journey the road of faith by our side, especially these
children, youth and young adults: Sydney, Tor, Trysta, Tyler, Vanessa, and
Vivian, as well as our siblings in faith in our twinned parish in Shurugwi,
Zimbabwe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick
into your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Jim C, step-father of Jim H, who died on July 5, 2025
e Phyllis T, friend of Howard and Jan S, who died on 6/30/25

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

Howard S as he seeks relief for ongoing back pain

Annabelle M, mother-in-law of Paul T, who is recovering from a broken hip
Allison, cousin of Chris M, who 1s undergoing treatment for cancer

Joe and Susan G, neighbors of Kathy F, who are struggling with multiple
health issues

e Sharon, aunt of Lisa M, who is hospitalized
e Volker H, hospitalized with pneumonia

Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s = E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E
giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Blessings Laura Story
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we

may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice

is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION

HYMN FOR COMMUNION
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW 772

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your

hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Hornpipe in D John S. Dixon



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Kathy Moragne, mezzo-soprano

Many thanks to Susan DePasquale, organist and pianist, for assisting us with
today’s worship.

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday — Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.
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%% Evergreen East
' Food Distribution

i
Sundays, July 20 thru September 21

We'll begin packing food in the parking lot
at 10:30 AM (after worship) and then
distribute food at 11:15 AM. Extra produce
from your garden or any non-perishable
items to add to the food cupboard are

welcome!

Contact Julie Owen
(jowen@heritagechristianserv
ices.org) to get involved!

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
NRSVue Bible, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education
“God of the Fertile Fields” — stanza 1&2 Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188
“Glory to you, God” Music: J. Bert Carlson © 2020 Holy Communion, Setting 12 (adm. Augsburg Fortress)
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” Text: Handt Hanson; Music: Handt Hanson
© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
“Come, Let Us Eat” Music: Billema Kwillia, adapt. © Lutheran World Federation
“Lied” — from Twenty-Four Pieces in Free Style, op. 31, no. 17, Music: Louis Vierne, © 1991 Masters Music Publications, Inc.
“Glory to you, God”, Music: J. Bert Carlson, © 2020 Holy Communion, Setting 12 (adm. Augsburg Fortress)

“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”, Text: Handt Hanson, Music: Handt Hanson, © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
“Blessings”, Words and Music: Laura Story (ASCAP), © 2011 New Spring (adm. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing)
“God of the Fertile Fields” , Text: Georgia Harkness, Music: Felice de Giardini,

Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society (adm. Hope Publishing Company)

“Come, Let Us Eat”, Music: Billema Kwillia, adapt., © Lutheran World Federation
“Hornpipe in D”, Music: John S. Dixon, © 2012 John S. Dixon (www.JohnSDixon.com)



Join BLC’s email list
to receive our weekly
STAR e-newsletter
and other
announcements!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

REGISTER NOW!
JULY 28-31, 2025
AT BLC

BLC is partnering with St. Paul's, Pittsford again for this
summer’s VBS program!

DETAILS: https://blcfairport.org/vacation-bible-school-2025/



Who Are You?

Who do you identify with in the parable of the Samaritan? This is part of
what makes parables so powerful. Some days we read the story through the
eyes of the priest or the Levite. Some days we feel like the Samaritan. And
then there are those days when we are the man in the ditch. Some days you
are the windshield and some days you are the bug, as the saying goes.

It is easy to miss the shocking nature of this parable if we start to think that
this story only teaches us to imitate the Samaritan. The parable says so much
more about God, our relationship to God, and the lengths to which God will
go to reach out to us.

Through the image of the Samaritan, Jesus lifts up a surprising rescuer as an
image of the God who relentlessly cares for those in need. Could it be that
we are meant to identify not with the Samaritan or even the lawyer to whom
Jesus speaks the parable, but rather with the man who is hopeless and left
for dead? Could it be that Christ is the good Samaritan who embraces us
with the tender compassion of God?

All of the sudden the parable is turned on its head. Jesus is not just giving us
a comfortable morality tale reminding us to be nice, helpful, generous
people. Instead Jesus is proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. God’s
grace comes to us through the cross. God's grace comes to us even—and
especially—when we are at our worst, when we struggle in the depths and
cry out for help. Even when we cannot or will not cry out, mercy and grace
come into our lives through Jesus. So whether you are on the road or in the
ditch, Jesus even now is coming for you.



