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PRELUDE
Here I Am, Lord Daniel L. Schutte / arr. John Carter

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention kids: You are welcome to select something from the activity baskets to
use during worship! They are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. Ask an
usher if you need help!

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an
invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace,
and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us
from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who looks upon us with compassion,

forgives our sins, and heals our lives.
Amen.

We confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and
restore your joy within us. Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through * Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

Blessed be God forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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N |
Y D
by ——
ANR Y, J P . P
'y, &
Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the -earth;
P p—r—
e e — | a
[y . . <
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant  worth.
N |
Y D ﬁ—
(> — ] " -, 1
o =" @ o o
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir - its a - flame;
Q ||D I 4# i
o ——
S e
ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho - ly name.
0 |
A5 — Z
v ‘ i y
'y,
Ours be the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
Q \‘D ﬁ‘] : t _
® = ) =+
yours be the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving
behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: GALATIANS 5:1, 13-25

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is
the invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of
Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this
Holy Spirit.

! For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again
to a yoke of slavery.

3 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved
to one another. ' For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1> If, however, you bite and devour
one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. !” For
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is
opposed to the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. '8 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. ' Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity,
debauchery, 2’ idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels,
dissensions, factions, 2! envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as [ warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things. 2* And those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 2° If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a
similar single-mindedness.

>I'When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. °? And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, >3 but they did not receive him
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >* When his disciples James and John
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?” > But he turned and rebuked them. >° Then they went
on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” °® And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” > To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ° And Jesus
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the



kingdom of God.” ¢! Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” ® And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand
to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Lead Me, Guide Me ELW 768

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness
of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.




#1 Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of
your peace. Emboldened by the witness of disciples throughout history, send us to
proclaim your reign come near. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the
pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich
inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable
to be shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond
to the people they govern. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all those who journey the road of faith by our side, especially these
children, youth and young adults: Raedyn, Reagan, Rob, Ryan, and Roxanne, as
well as our siblings in faith in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick
into your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:

Barbara, sister of Ginny Schumacher, who died on 6/23

Sherry, friend of Chris and Lisa M, who died on 6/21

Michele, friend of Donna and Jim B

Karen, mother-in-law of Lynn M, Linda J’s daughter, who died on 6/13
The Very Rev. William P, who died on 6/5

We pray for those who serve, especially:
e John, nephew of Marsha and David G, who serves with the National Guard
and 1is being deployed to Kuwait



We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

o Arlys S, aunt of Amy W-P, who is recovering from a heart attack

e Jeremy, son of Marsha and David G, who is suffering from a back injury

e Nancy M, mother of Kathy F's daughter-in-law, Meara, who fell and broke
her leg while visiting family

e PJ M, friend of Ruth and Jeff H, who is beginning treatment for endometrial
cancer

e Howard S who is recovering at home following several recent
hospitalizations

e Anita T as she transitions back to her home at St. John's

Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s =1 E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.



https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/

OFFERING OF MUSIC

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Timothy Shaw

(NETTLETON) tune, Early American folk melody
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice

is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION

HYMN FOR COMMUNION
In This Feast of Love ACS 962

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in
Jesus’ name. Amen.



LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit - bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing ELW 841

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

American Hymn Richard Keys Biggs
(Air for Trumpet or Tuba)



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BL.C Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Sue Cardinal, flute

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday — Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
NRSVue Bible, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education
“God of the Fertile Fields” — stanza 1&2 Music: ITALTIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188
“Glory to you, God” Music: J. Bert Carlson © 2020 Holy Communion, Setting 12 (adm. Augsburg Fortress)
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” Text: Handt Hanson; Music: Handt Hanson
© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
“Come, Let Us Eat” Music: Billema Kwillia, adapt. © Lutheran World Federation
“Here I Am, Lord” Music: Daniel L. Schutte; Arranger: John Carter © 1981 and this Arr. © 1995 OCP Publications, Inc.
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Tune: Early American folk melody — NETTLETON; Music: Timothy Shaw
© 2006 Timothy Shaw (adm. Shaw Music)
“American Hymn” — (Air for Trumpet or Tuba) Music: Richard Keys Biggs © 1945 Delkas Music Publishing Company
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Join BLC’s email list
to receive our weekly
STAR e-newsletter
and other
announcements!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

REGISTER NOW!
JULY 28-31, 2025
AT BLC

BLC is partnering with St. Paul's, Pittsford again for this
summer’s VBS program!

DETAILS: https://blcfairport.org/vacation-bible-school-2025/



Asking Everything

What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this
question in various ways.

Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah (1 Kings 19:15-16,
19-21). Up until this point he’d simply been a student of the great
prophet. Then, without much warning, Elijah passed the leadership
responsibility onto him and transitioned dramatically from this life
into the next. Because it was an immense responsibility, Elisha asked
his master for a double portion of his spirit and was given it. God
generously provided for Elisha so that he could faithfully continue
Elijah’s work.

Paul spells out the mission before us (Galatians 5:1, 13-25). Last
week, he pointed out the power we’ve been given through our
baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit of God within, our lives
should be different. He contrasts the work of the flesh with the fruit
of the Spirit. We are called to use our freedom in Christ for good, so
that God can transform our lives and empower us for ministry.

In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called
(Luke 9:51-62). People conjure up all sorts of excuses why they can’t
start right away, but Jesus will have none of it. He’s calling and he
wants a straight answer now. You’re in or you’re out. He makes it
clear that answering his call and living the life of discipleship requires
no less than everything.

These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding
of those who wish to follow. Those called are asked to give
everything. No wonder there is resistance. Yet, they also remind us
that the Spirit will support our work and, in turn, give us everything
to enable us to answer the call.



