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PRELUDE 
I Know That My Redeemer Lives!        Kenneth T. Kosche 
    (DUKE STREET)               tune, attr. John Hatton 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. 
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty 
days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will 
provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to 
believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy 
communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
 

GATHERING 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
    Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 
Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a 
people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in 
your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and 
give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your 
boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
  
  



 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your 
people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.  
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these 
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the 
Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!        ELW 382 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, 
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS 
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the 
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the 
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. 
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion. 
  



 
READING: Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early 
church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
27 When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the council. 
The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach 
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are 
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our 
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 

 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus 
appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus 
pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not 
seen and yet believe.” 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 



Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   We Walk by Faith         ELW 635 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

 Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
#1 Inspire the church with the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we sing the good 
news of the resurrection. Inspire pastors, lay leaders, bishops and all of us to 
boldly proclaim your love for all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#2 Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats 
contaminated by pollution or overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more sustainable 
communities, and make us mindful of the impacts of our daily lives on the well-
being of creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#3 Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative 
and courageous leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges 
in our local and global communities. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain new life in the ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe and 
in us through the children, youth, and young adults around us, especially: Julia, 
Josephine, Julia, Kaitlynne, and Katy. May this season of Easter open us to the 
new ways and new ideas that they reveal to us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
  



 
Bring new hope to all in need. 
 
We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:  
• Jim M, cousin of Linda K and Patty C, who died on 4/12 

 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Eric E, nephew of Pat E, who is suffering from seizures. 

 
Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship 
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share. 
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your 
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by 
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick 
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile 
giving page.  
  

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 
OFFERING OF MUSIC 
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright          Dale Wood 
    (PUER NOBIS)        tune, European / arr. Michael Praetorius 
 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with 
this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 
  



 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
 

 

 

 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
One in body, one in spirit we pray:  
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
  



 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
JOY – JESUS, OTHERS, YOU 
Once a month, kids in Grades 3-5 are invited to come forward first for communion 
and then leave worship for a special activity time until 10:15 am. During this time 
they will work on a project together and use the Faith 5 practices (Share, Read, 
Talk, Pray, Bless). 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice 
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 



 
HYMNS FOR COMMUNION  
Come to the Table           ELW 481 
Now the Green Blade Rises           ELW 379 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 

 
BENEDICTION 
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 
Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright       ELW 384 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                       Paul Manz 
    (HYFRYDOL)        tune, Rowland H. Prichard 
  



 
BLC Pastors 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday – Thursday and on-call 
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.  
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Can I Get a Witness? 
 

The texts for today explore what it means to be a witness: the power 
of seeing and experiencing the resurrection firsthand. For those of 
us who weren’t there in person to witness Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension, a question persists: How do we give 
witness? How have we experienced Easter firsthand? What do we need 
to see, to touch, to hear in order to believe? 
 
The witness given in our readings today is extraordinary. “Doubting” 
Thomas comes up with one of the most powerful, concise creeds in 
all of scripture: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Peter and the 
apostles affirm their belief in Christ at great risk to themselves and 
their families. The Spirit is at work, giving ordinary, doubting people 
extraordinary boldness to declare the core beliefs of Christian faith. 
God works in surprising ways, through unexpected people, to share 
the good news of Easter. With the Spirit’s help, we can give witness 
too. 
 


