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PRELUDE

Prelude on “How Marvelous God’s Greatness” setting, R. S. Clare
(DEN BLOMSTERTID NU KOMMER)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to
us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’
baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as
those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are
gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and
See.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring
of life,
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we
act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and
release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts
and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen,



God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you. I
have called you by name. You are mine.” In - Christ, you are forgiven. In the
Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved
children of God.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN How Marvelous God’s Greatness ELW 830

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and
led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to
his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life
together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

DisMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS

All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.

READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their
spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured
community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their
mission together.

! Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, | do not want you to be
uninformed. ? You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led
astray to idols that could not speak. ° Therefore I want you to understand that no
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can
say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; ° and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; ° and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. ' To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good.  To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, ° to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, 1° to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. ! All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.



The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.




GOsSPEL: John 2:1-11

Christ establishes a new world order, symbolized by the details of this story: his
attendance at a wedding, his messianic distance from his natural mother, his
providing what the couple needs, the astonishing abundance of Christ’s gifts, and
the steward’s words about “the good wine.” Christ’s “hour” is coming on the
cross. The story concludes with reference to the disciples’ belief in Christ. Later,
in John 15, Christ himself is the vine.

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. ? Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. ° When
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come.” ° His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” * Now
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. ’ Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.”
And they filled them up to the brim. ® He said to them, “Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.  When the steward tasted the water
that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom *° and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” ** Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Come! For We Invite You ELW 312




APOSTLES’ CREED

We confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

#1 Giver of gifts, you form each member of the church to serve. Inspire us to
boldly use gifts of welcome and healing, service and teaching, leading and
preaching, for the sake of your work in the world. God of grace.

hear our prayer.



#2 God of steadfast love, as Jesus celebrated at Cana, nurture marriages and
relationships in mutual care; in times of separation or divorce hold tenderly broken
hearts and broken dreams. God of grace.

hear our prayer.

#3 Refuge of creatures, you place all the living under the shadow of your wings.
Lead us in ways that tend to the needs of wild and domestic animals, creatures
threatened by extinction, and the environment we share. God of grace.

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, in this season when we celebrate your presence among us, help us
to better know and care for these children, youth and young adults: Sarah, Seth,
Sofia, Stella, and Sydney. Strengthen the connections we share with the ministries
we serve, especially the ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe.
God of grace.

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, you are near to all who call upon you.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Jim C, whose funeral will be held on 1/25
e John V, brother of Jeanne S, former BLC member, who died on 12/28

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

e Ravarashe, a member of our sister Shurugwi parish in Zimbabwe, whose
uncle died in a mining accident the week of 1/6
Barbara S, the mother of Kathy F's daughter-in-law, Denise
Connie S, recovering from anticipated surgery on 1/13
Bill B, son of Jeanne S, former BLC member, diagnosed with cancer
Jon 'Y, friend of Roger K, recovering from surgery

We pray for all the people affected by the California fires — for family & friends of
those who died, for those who lost their homes, and for the first responders who
protect them.



Hear these concerns we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice,
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace.
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your Et--m

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MuUsIC
In Thee Is Gladness text. J. Lindemann / tr. C. Winkworth, alt.
(In dir ist Freude) tune, G. G. Gastoldi / setting, James Melby

The Chancel Choir
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God,
source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us

to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice
Is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.



THE COMMUNION

I —

)4
T I —
{0 —  ——— P p
L ] — I | ]
J - - e —
Cor - de - 7ro de Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you . . take a-way the sin of the world; . .
——3— —3—
eEems e e e S ===
a— ’ B
g — e
ten pie-dad de no - so-tros, ten pie -dad de no - so-tros.
have .. mer-cy up - on us, have.. mer-cy up - on us.
N # 37
3 |
: [] ﬂ : | | | | I’ I'ﬁ
o & .H I— — e — ' ' —
Cor-de - rode Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . .God, you . .take a-way the sin of the world; . .
3 3
e e e
l ) e 1

—
len pie-dad de no - so-tros,
have .. mer-cy up - on us,

Py —
<« o —»
J

ten pie -dad de no - so-tros.
have .. mer-cy up - on us.

0 4 1
A 3 [
% =t =
\.j/ =" ﬁ - | | — i | |
Cor-de - rode Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you ..take a-waythesin of the world; . .
JQﬁB 3 - K 3 KT y ]
e e e e P e e P e =
J -
da - nos iu paz, da - nos i  paz.
grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.
HYMNS FOR COMMUNION
In This Feast of Love ACS 962
Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life, ELW 816
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TABLE BLESSING



PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of
food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good
news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we

pray,
Amen.

LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission ELW 576
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Voluntary on “Hymn to Joy” setting, Michael Burkhardt

(incorp. HYMN TO JOY — Beethoven / Voluntary IX — John Stanley)



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Sue Cardinal, flute
Margie Gaul, percussion
Neil VVokes, percussion
Dave Wideman, percussion

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Today's altar flowers are given by Judy Lohr in memory of Bob Lohr.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday — Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.
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BLC Music Groups éav
Rehearsals — & 1st& 3rd Thurs each
Q‘”/ . month: Cut, Sort, Sew &
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5th Thurs: Quilt Tying %
.

Children’s Choir- Sundays at 10:15am
Chancel Bells- Wednesdays at 6pm
Folk Group- Wednesdays at 6:15pm

Chancel Choir- Wednesdays at 7: 30pm
Dulcimers- Fridays at 3pm

T"haanx

Join BLC’ email list

STAR e-newsletter
and other
announcements!

Find episods of‘r
~ podcast here!
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Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
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“In Thee Is Gladness”, Text: Johann Lindemann / tr. Catherine Winkworth, alt.

Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, Setting: James Melby, © 1984 Concordia Publishing House
“In This Feast of Love”, Text: Jarkko Maukonen; tr. Mark Sedio, Music: Jarkko Maukone
© 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen (admin. Augsburg Fortress
Voluntary on “Hymn to Joy”, Tune: HYMN TO JOY - Beethoven / Voluntary IX — John Stanley
Arranger: Michael Burkhardt, © 2018, 2000 Birnamwood, MSM-10-729



Talk about Variety!

Epiphanies don't just happen in church—a sudden insight can
lead to a “"Eureka!” in scientific experiments, an "Aha!” in a
detective’s casework, a "Checkmate!” in a fierce chess game, and
even a self-satisfied “Yes!” in Sudoku, crosswords, or finding a
set of lost keys. So, too, epiphanies about the true nature of
Christ come in a variety of words, actions, and places in our
gospel readings during the Sundays after Epiphany.

First wise men from the east, then a dove from heaven and the
voice of God, and now water into wine—all pointing to the glory
and wonder of God-made-flesh. Just as we have been created
and blessed with varieties of gifts, services, and activities, so too
has God created and blessed us with varieties of epiphanies
throughout human history. In our world that so often relies on an
us-versus-them mentality, can we see the rich tapestry of
differences as part of God’s glory? Will we be able to look past
our traditions, our comfort zone, and our familiarities to see the
glorious diversity of God’s revelation? Are we open to an
epiphany in any form so that we can in fact “"do whatever he tells
you” (John 2:5)?



