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PRELUDE
Pastorale Charles Wesley

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name,
and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus who refuses to see this as
a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under
his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good
being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace
with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS

All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.

READING: James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in
need, celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed,
confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should
sing songs of praise. *Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of
the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. '*Therefore confess your
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. "Elijah was a human being like
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
months it did not rain on the earth. ¥ Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave
rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

"My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, 2’you should know that whoever brings back a sinner
from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude
of sins.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves
service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to
them as well as to others.

38John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” **But Jesus
said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be
able soon afterward to speak evil of me. **Whoever is not against us is for us. *'For
truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.

42¢If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. “’If your hand causes you to stumble,
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go
to hell, to the unquenchable fire. ¥*And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it
off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown
into hell. ¥’ And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, ®*where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with fire. >°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Ask the Complicated Questions ACS 1005
Ask the Complicated Questions
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

#1 We pray for the people of God in all places. Shape our witness to the good
news of Jesus that we joyfully share your transforming love with all whom we
encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

#2 We pray for peace and cooperation among local and global communities. Bless
the efforts of community organizers, international aid workers, and all those who
work for justice and peace around the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



#3 We pray for caregivers: doctors and nurses, home health aides and counselors,
and those who care for loved ones. Sustain them in their work and help us to build
a health care system that supports all.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, your Son, Jesus, blessed children and called us to be like them.
Help us to better know and care for these children, youth and young adults: Ben,
Billy, Blakely, Brady, and Brielle. Strengthen the connections we share with the
ministries we serve, especially the ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi,
Zimbabwe. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, you are near to all who call upon you.

We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for:
e Marsha and David G as they celebrate 45 years of marriage on 9/29

We pray for those who serve, especially:

e Pastor Paula R as she celebrates her 25th years of ordination anniversary on
9/29

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e (Cathy A who died on 9/18

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Benjamin B, grandson of Toni T, who is recovering from a car accident on
9/10
e Bill A who is recovering at home from a recent hospitalization
e Ros. S who is now scheduled for surgery on October 24
e Lisa R who is recovering from surgery



Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved

child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s =L E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Sing A New Song text, adapt. the Psalms
(from Timete Dominum) music, Michael Haydn

arr. Hal H. Hopson


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us
to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lord Jesus, you are resurrection and life.

We give thanks that at your table you fill us with good things and feed us
from your abundance.

Pour out your Spirit on us and this feast of love.

Build us into a lasting community that embodies your love. Strengthen us to
serve you in all we do. Amen



THE LORD’S PRAYER
One in body, one in spirit, we pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, eat and live.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION
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LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

The blessing of God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose
love is endless *F be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ELW 557

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Nun danket alle Gott Johann Criiger
(Now Thank We All Our God) setting, Albert L. Travis




BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BL.C Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Jane Morale, violin
Glen Zagorski, guitar

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday — Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

“Ask the Complicated Questions” Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984; Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835;
arr. hymnal version Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
“Sing A New Song” Music: Michael Haydn; Arranger: Hal H. Hopson © 1981 Harold Flammer, Inc (adm. Shawnee Press, Inc.)
“Nun danket alle Gott” Tune: Johann Criger; Arranger: Albert L. Travis
© 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) — (adm. MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.)
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Rehearsals

Children’s Choir- Sundays at 10:15am
Chancel Bells- Wednesdays at 6pm
Folk Group- Wednesdays at 6:15pm

Chancel Choir- Wednesdays at 7:30pm |

Dulcimers- Fridays at 3pm
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Join BLC’s email list between sundays -
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podcast here!




Don’t Try to Stop God

In Mark 9:38-50 the disciples—at least John—are upset because they
saw somebody, not a disciple, “casting out demons” in Jesus’ name.
Here John sounds strikingly similar to the Pharisees, who became
upset when someone out of their control, Jesus, healed a person on
the sabbath (Mark 3:1-6). A common tendency among religious
leaders seems to be uneasiness with God acting in ways that are
outside of the expected channels and outside of their control.

Throughout Mark’s gospel we are reminded that God’s activity and
power are not controlled by or limited to established religious
institutions. This point is made clear in the opening verses of the
gospel. Mark doesn’t begin the story of the “good news of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1) in Jerusalem, where one might
expect the story of a holy person to start. Instead, the beginning of
Mark’s gospel takes us to the wilderness, a place often associated
with the absence of God’s presence. But it is precisely in the
wilderness where we find John, proclaiming that “the kingdom of God
has come near” (Mark 1:15).

There was a sense in Jesus’ time that God could or would only be
present in the temple, and that God’s activity was determined by the
actions of the religious leaders. We have the same temptation today.
We often think of what happens in the church building as God’s
activity, but forget that God is also present and acting in the world
outside the church. We often think of Christians doing God’s work,
but neglect to notice the ways in which non-Christians are also active
in doing things that help to bring God’s kingdom near. Jesus’
response to his disciple’s consternation about the fact that someone
who is not a disciple is casting out demons in Jesus’ name is an
important instruction to us as well. We shouldn’t stop someone who
is doing God’s will and bringing God’s kingdom near, just because
they aren’t a part of our group. In fact, we may even want to learn
more about what they are doing, and join them!



