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PRELUDE 
Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken     John S. B. Hodges 
                setting, Sandra W. Jarrell 
 

Musette           Craig A. Penfield 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. 
This week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In 
John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of 
the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own 
coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is 
anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so 
we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENES 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
  



 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  Open Your Ears, O Faithful People   ELW 519 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, 
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the 
gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS 
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the 
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the 
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. 
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion. 
 
READING: James 3:1-12 
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we 
speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what 
we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many 
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they 
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full 
of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those 
who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth 
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield 
fresh. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human 
being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept 
that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong 
challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 
him. 
 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 



return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   We Eat the Bread of Teaching       ELW 518 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

 Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 
  



 
#1 We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of 
forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new 
relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
#2 We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and 
heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in 
tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
#3 We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries 
of people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and 
well-being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, your Son, Jesus, blessed children and called us to be like them. 
Help us to better know and care for these children, youth and young adults: 
Alexander, Alison, Andrew, Allison, and Anna. Strengthen the connections we 
share with the ministries we serve, especially the ministry of our twinned parish in 
Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, you are near to all who call upon you.  
 
We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for: 
• Bob and Joyce C who celebrated their 50th Anniversary on September 14 
• the safe delivery of Albert Clark, son of Lindsey and Ben E and grandson of 

Brian and Bev E, was born on 9/7 
 
We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:  
• Morey R who died on 9/10 
• Richard M, father of Dave M, who died on 9/4 
• Cliff D who died on 8/28 

  



 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Lisa R who is scheduled to have surgery on 9/16 
• Mary S, friend of Cathy F, who broke her femur and had surgery on 9/3 

 
Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved 
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship 
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share. 
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your 
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by 
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick 
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile 
giving page.  

 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC 
Day by Day          text, adapt. Prayer of Richard of Chichester 
           music, K. Lee Scott 

  

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 
OFFERTORY 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 
source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us 
to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Lord Jesus, you are resurrection and life.  
We give thanks that at your table you fill us with good things and feed us 
from your abundance.  
Pour out your Spirit on us and this feast of love. 
Build us into a lasting community that embodies your love. Strengthen us to 
serve you in all we do. Amen 
  



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
One in body, one in spirit, we pray as Jesus taught: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
JOY – JESUS, OTHERS, YOU 
Once a month, kids in Grades 3-5 are invited to come forward first for communion 
and then leave worship for a special activity time until 10:15 am. During this time 
they will work on a project together and use the Faith 5 practices (Share, Read, 
Talk, Pray, Bless). The next gathering will be on October 20th. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice 
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

  



 
THE COMMUNION 

 
 
 
  



 
COMMUNION HYMN 
In This Feast of Love           ACS 962 
 

  
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
If You But Trust in God to Guide You            ELW 769 
  



TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

LEAVING TO SERVE 
 
BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose 
love is endless ☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  Oh, Praise the Gracious Power       ELW 651 

Stanzas: 1/All   2/Choir   3/All 
      4/Men   5/Women 
              6, 7/All 
  



 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  
O Gott, du frommer Gott, WV 543            Johann Ludwig Krebs 
    (O God, Our Faithful God) 
  



 
BLC Pastors 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday – Thursday and on-call 
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.  

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

“In This Feast of Love” Text: Jarkko Maukonen; tr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954 
Music: TASSA POYDASSA, Jarkko Maukonen; arr. Mark Sedio Text and music © 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

“Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken” — “Eucharistic Hymn” Tune: John S. B. Hodges; Arranger: Sandra W. Jarrell 
© 1985 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. 

“Musette” Music: Craig A. Penfield © 1984 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.  
“Day by Day” Text: adapt. from Prayer of Richard of Chichester; Music: K. Lee Scott © 1989 Hinshaw Music, Inc.  
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An Unexpected Kind of Messiah 
 
 

Today we hear from three teachers. The prophet Isaiah calls himself 
a teacher, one whose words sustain weary people. James warns about 
foolish and hurtful use of our tongues, which should be used to “bless 
the Lord and Father,” but often are used to “curse those who are made 
in the likeness of God.” The final voice in the trio is Jesus, the teacher, 
who keeps the disciples quiet about any Messiah identity but speaks 
openly about his own suffering, death, and resurrection. Peter tries 
to counsel Jesus that no one willingly chooses to go along with that 
kind of plan. Nobody likes a loser. But Jesus responds that Peter has 
lost sight of what is most important in life. Jesus teaches the disciples 
that they will lose their life for the sake of the gospel. 
 
How does the Holy Spirit move in, through, before, and after worship 
to sustain weary people with the word and sacraments? How can we 
make spaces for silence, art, and song so that people living through 
suffering and facing death can breathe, see, and hear God’s presence 
with them? In what ways do we make the same mistake as the 
disciples did, expecting a Messiah but then setting our visions on 
human rather than on divine things? 
 
Jesus invites people of faith and those who doubt Jesus’ way to 
engage rather than avoid, conquer, or escape. What practices will 
help worshipers today to imagine the ways they are being called to 
“lose” their life in order to save it? From what does Jesus want to free 
people so that they will be able to pick up a different kind of burden 
and follow him? Then and now, Jesus invites followers on the way of 
the cross—a path of daily learning, dying, and new life. 
 


