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Sunday, August 25, 2024 ~ 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

PRELUDE 

Prelude and Ostinato           Bernard Wayne Sanders 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and 

drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in 

John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, 

in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of 

eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter did, Paul tells us to arm 

ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold 

ambassadors of the gospel. 

 

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 

own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen 

 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

Amen.  Blessed be God forever. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN  We Praise You, O God     ELW 870 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct 

our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, 

we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

READING: Ephesians 6:10-20 

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by 

calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full 

armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and 

the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor 

of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our 

struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor 

of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around 

your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put 

on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 

these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 

keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for 

me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with 

boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray 

that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 



The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
  

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 6: 56-69 

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must 

eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know 

something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows 

something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important 

question: “To whom shall we go?”. 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 

them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 

whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats 

this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum. 

 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who 

can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about 

it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of 

Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is 

useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you 

there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the 

ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he 



said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is 

granted by the Father.” 

 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about 

with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon 

Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     O Jesus, I Have Promised         ELW 810 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 

world. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

#1 Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. Lead the church to put its trust in 

Jesus, the living Word. Direct preachers, teachers, writers, and all the baptized in 

faithful speech and bold witness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

#2 Creator God, we and all creation are sustained by your Word. We pray for all 

who remind us of our interconnectedness with all living things. Prosper the work 

of conservation organizations, ELCA advocacy, and local climate justice 

advocates. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

#3 God of new life, bless our transitions.  Guide all who are embarking on new 

stages in life: new routines, new jobs, new schools or new communities.  Protect 

students and teachers excited for a new school year. Move us to do all that is 

necessary to ensure a safe future for all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

By the power of your Spirit, you nurture and bring growth. Strengthen the 

connections we share with these members and friends of Bethlehem and their 

families: Aaron & Koosje (Roxanne, Vivian), Allyson & Jim, Anna, Katherine, 

and Sarah, Jennifer & Tony (Sofia), and Antonio. Bring new life and growth to 

this congregation and to the ministry of our siblings in our twinned parish in 

Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you are near to all who call upon you. 

  



 

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:  

• Frank, friend of Kathy Moragne, who died on August 19 

 

We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 

• Jodie, daughter of Ginny and Dale S, who is recovering from surgery 

 

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

Provide wholeness and respite to all who are weary.  Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the 

Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 

If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 

 

OFFERING  

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 

in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 

blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 

 

OFFERING OF MUSIC   

Panis Angelicus               text, St. Thomas Aquinas 

    (O Lord Most Holy)               music, César Franck 

arr. Bryceson Treharne 

Vocal Duet 
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Text Translation (sung in Latin) 

May the bread of angels become bread for humanity. 

The bread of heaven puts all foreshadowings to an end. 

Oh, miraculous thing! 

The body of the Lord will nourish the poor, the servants, and the humble. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray. Jesus, bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 



 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

God, you open wide your hands and feed all creation with your goodness. 

Open us to receive all that you give us – your mercy, your grace, your love, 

your very self. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who 

  sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

Thanks be to God!  

  



 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 

available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

I Received the Living God            ELW 477 

Blessed Assurance            ELW 638 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

  



 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LEAVING TO SERVE 
 

BENEDICTION  

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

  



 

 

SENDING HYMN  Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven       ELW 864 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

Capriccio               Tarquinio Merula 

  



 

 

BLC Musicians 

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 

Additional musical leadership provided by: 

Amy Walter-Peterson, soprano 

    Hans Walter-Peterson, tenor 

 

Today's altar flowers . . . are given by Sue and Tom Dunn in joyful celebration 

of Nancy and George Feth's 67th wedding anniversary (August 24). 

 

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 

more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 

Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  

volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   

 

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 

information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 

https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 

information.  

What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 

www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 

would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 

office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 

 

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday – Thursday and on-call 

for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 

calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 

pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.  

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

“Prelude and Ostinato”, Music: Bernard Wayne Sanders, © 1998  
Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (ASCAP) – adm. Warner Bros. Publications U.S. INC. 

“Panis Angelicus”, Music: César Franck, Arranger: Bryceson Treharne 
“Capriccio” , Music: Tarquinio Merula 
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Who Can Accept It? 
 

“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” (John 6:60). Jesus’ teaching 

about eating his flesh and drinking his blood isn’t something we can figure 

out and accept on our own. In his explanation of the third article of the 

Apostles’ Creed, Martin Luther writes these often-quoted and memorized 

words: “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe 

in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him.” The question of accepting Jesus’ 

difficult teachings gets turned on its head. No one can accept it. The good 

news of Jesus is too radical, unsettling, and illogical for us to accept. Through 

the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit we are able to echo Peter’s 

profession of faith: “You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 

believe and know that you are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69). Like 

Peter, we have come to believe—despite our doubts and weakness of faith—

through the Spirit’s work in the word. 

 

 

 

 


