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PRELUDE

The Church's One Foundation music by Samuel Wesley
arr. by Paul Cardall

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all.
God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they should observe this freedom
with a day of rest. No one should work seven days a week; even slaves and
foreigners should be able to rest. Yet human beings can turn even the most
liberating religious practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject
sabbath-keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing meaning. Our worship
and our religious way of life are to lead to restoration: the hungry being fed and
the sick being healed.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen


http://www.blcfairport.org/

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.
Amen. Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING HYMN

O Day of Rest and Gladness

ELW 521

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the
oppressed, heal the sick, and make whole all that you have made. Look with
compassion on the world wounded by sin, and by your power restore us to
wholeness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Deuteronomy 5:12-15

This portion of the Ten Commandments instructs the Israelites to keep the sabbath.
The Israelites are to rest, and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the
foreigners living among them to do the same. They were once slaves, and so they
are to treat their own slaves justly.

12Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded
you. **Six days you shall labor and do all your work. *“But the seventh day is a
sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or
your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of
your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female
slave may rest as well as you. *>"Remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the
sabbath day.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 2:23-3:6
Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath and
tells his critics that the sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way
around. Healing the man with the withered hand is work that cannot wait until the
next day.
30One sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they made their
way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. ?The Pharisees said to him,
“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”” >And he said to
them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were
hungry and in need of food? “°He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was
high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the
priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” ?’Then he said to them, “The
sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; ?so the Son
of Man 1is lord even of the sabbath.”

¥1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that
they might accuse him. *And he said to the man who had the withered hand,
“Come forward.” “Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on
the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. °He looked around at
them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. °The
Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him,
how to destroy him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come ELW 610




APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith,
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our
world.

A brief silence.

#1 Keep us mindful of the rhythms of nature as the days lengthen and the seasons
shift toward summer. Grant relief to areas facing flooding or drought and bring
favorable weather for the flourishing of crops, gardens, and orchards. Merciful
God,

Receive our prayer.



#2 Stir our hearts toward abundant generosity among neighbors who experience
hunger and food insecurity. Bless feeding ministries and community food efforts,
especially community gardens, farmers markets, food pantries and Little Free
Pantries. Open both our hearts and our tables. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

#3 We remember the communion of saints whose lives made visible the saving life
of Jesus Christ. Guide us by their example to embody the treasure of your love for
the sake of our world, until we come to our final rest in you. Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

By the power of your Spirit, you nurture and bring growth. Strengthen the
connections we share with these members and friends of Bethlehem and their
families: Bev & Brian, Pat, Sara (Courtney, Wesley), Justin & Nicole

(Leah & Owen), and Linnea & Scott. Bring new life and growth to this
congregation and to the ministry of our siblings in our twinned parish in
Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Warren H, friend of Jim and Kathy M., who died on 5/19

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Gene E, brother-in-law of Pat E, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer
e Cathy G, who is hospitalized and is recovering from surgery

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the
Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MusIC

Lift High The Cross Music by Sydney H. Nicholson
OFFERTORY
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Jesus, bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make
us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
God, you open wide your hands and feed all creation with your goodness.
Open us to receive all that you give us — your mercy, your grace, your love,

your very self. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
Come to the Table ELW 481
| Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 611
TABLE BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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LEAVING TO SERVE
BENEDICTION
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

-+ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.,

SENDING HYMN The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Allegro Music by Cesar Franck



BLC Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you to Michael Koncilja for serving as our guest organist today.

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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In today’'s gospel Jesus tells his critics, “The sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath.” We keep our weekly
sabbath, gathering for prayer and Bible study, songs of praise and petition,
and fellowship with others. Just as healing the man with the withered hand
was work that could not wait, so is carrying the gospel into the whole world
an activity that ought not be restricted to one day a week. Welcoming these
elements of our weekly worship in our daily lives helps us to remember the
sabbath and share the good news with others each and every day.



