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PRELUDE 

All Creatures of Our God and King       arr. by Paul Cardall 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is 

beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. The 

Apostle Paul spoke of this in Romans 8:12-17. When we pray to God as Jesus 

prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays 

within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the 

one who sent him. 

 

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 

own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blcfairport.org/


Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

Amen.  Blessed be God forever. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!   ELW 413 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the 

beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of 

salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we 

may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with 

us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 

This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing 

“Holy, holy, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great 

thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all creation to sing in 

praise of God’s glory. That glory is God’s mercy toward sinners. 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above 

him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 

house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 

King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 

“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 

blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 

Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about 

being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 

of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that 

I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 

and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 



 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, Join the Dance of Trinity        ELW 412 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 

world. 

 

A brief silence. 

 



#1 Almighty God, you have brought us into your family, claiming us as beloved 

children. Bless your family of faith with gifts of cooperation and graciousness. 

Increase our hospitality toward all expressions of faith and teach us to honor our 

shared humanity.  Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

#2 Give your blessing of peace to the nations. Shelter all who risk life and 

livelihood to protect others from violence, conflict, and injustice. On this 

Memorial Day weekend, we remember those who have lost their lives in war and 

conflict. Grant us peace.  Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

#3 You are a God of love and not of condemnation. Quiet the hearts of all who 

struggle with shame, regret, or questions of self-worth. Teach us to forgive 

ourselves and one another. Restore wholeness to all who seek hope and healing. 

Open our hearts, our souls, our spirits and our entire being to those who are not 

like us. Push us Lord, to love you and to love one another. Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

By the power of your Spirit, you nurture and bring growth. Strengthen the 

connections we share with these members and friends of Bethlehem and their 

families: Bob & Diana, Brian, Katie, Keven, Sue & Tom and Tim. Bring new 

life and growth to the ministry of our sisters and brothers in our twinned parish 

in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit. 

 

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:  

• Warren H, friend of Jim and Kathy M., who died on 5/19/24 

 

We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 

• Ken, brother-in-law of Linda M., who is being treated for blood clots 

• Scott H., a friend of Chris M., who is receiving mental health treatment 

• Connie S., who is recovering from knee surgery 

• Joanne S., who is recovering from knee surgery 

  



 

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the 

Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 

If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 

OFFERING  

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 

in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 

blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 

 

OFFERING OF MUSIC   

Great Is Thy Faithfulness       Music by William R. Runyan 

 

  

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray. Jesus, bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

God, you open wide your hands and feed all creation with your goodness. 

Open us to receive all that you give us – your mercy, your grace, your love, 

your very self. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who 

  sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

Thanks be to God!  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 

available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

My Lord of Light          ELW 832 

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters         ELW 445 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

LEAVING TO SERVE 
 

BENEDICTION  

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  Holy God, We Praise Your Name        ELW 414 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

 O Worship the King           Music by William Croft 

  



 

 

BLC Musicians 

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 

 

Thank you to Michael Koncilja for serving as our guest organist today. 

 

Today's altar flowers . . . are given by John and Pat Schmeelk in joyful 

celebration of their 59th Anniversary! 

 

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 

more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 

Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark 

directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org. 

 

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 

information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 

https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 

information.  

What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 

www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 

would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 

office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 

 

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call 

for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 

calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 

pastor.amy@blcfairport.org. 

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
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Our Amazing Life through Fearsome Death 

 

 

Holy. Glory. These words in the first reading and Psalm 29 testify to awe at 

God’s transcendent sovereignty, fearsome majesty, and infinite mystery. No 

mortal can see God’s face or hear God’s voice and live. The fear expressed in 

these readings is personal—a living mortal in awe of the living God. In our 

age, awe at transcendent mystery tends toward the impersonal—at the 

invisibly small (in physics, quarks and strings) and the unimaginably large 

(space and time). Does anyone in our age still cultivate the fear of an 

unmanageable transcendent God, or is the notion too connected to images 

of a heavenly bully to be useful? Besides, Paul and Jesus each offer a picture 

of God’s immanence. Paul invites us to revel in God’s approachability, 

affirming that we can cry, “Abba! Father!” Jesus proclaims the most famous 

Bible verse of all, telling of God’s great love and desire to save. 

 

But both Jesus and Paul testify that any presumption of easy friendship and 

comfortable intimacy with the triune God is as out of place now as ever. The 

immanent God is still the transcendent God! And it is still true: no mortal can 

see God’s face or hear God’s voice and live—even if the face and voice 

belong to Jesus through the Holy Spirit. The life God desires for us is 

accomplished through Jesus’ death—and through our own through baptism. 

Those deaths are as utterly terrifying as death always is, but with this grace: 

the death leads to our holy birth from above into a life where “we suffer with 

him so that we may also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17). 

 


