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PRELUDE
Ich sterbe tiglich Emskirirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756
(I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table) setting, Jeffrey Blersch
Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain Johann Horn
setting, David Cherwien
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ
shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we
share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and
shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the
scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP (ADAPTED FROM PSALM 4)

Answer me when I call, O God!

Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.

The Lord hears when I call.

Put your trust in God.

Many say, “O that we might see some good! Let your face shine on us, O Lord!”
You have put gladness in our hearts. We will lie down and sleep in peace for
you alone, Lord, keep us safe.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! ELW 382



http://www.blcfairport.org/

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS

All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.

READING: Acts 3:12-19

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how
God's promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of
Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration
in Jesus’ ' name.

2[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk?3The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected
in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. *But you rejected
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, *and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. '°And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17“ And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. '¥In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would suffer. '"Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins
may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of
the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been
raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and
forgiveness.

3%Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 3’They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a

ghost. 3He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? ¥Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” *°And when
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. ' While in their joy they
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to
eat?” “*They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their
presence.

#Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” **Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, “®and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from

Jerusalem. ¥You are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ Alone
Cantors: st. 1
All: sts. 2, 3,4
In Christ Alone
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APOSTLES’ CREED

of Christ
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Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

stand.




I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

#1 Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,
together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving
in Christ’s mission to the world and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to
parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its
variety. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal
that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have,
and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you make all things new. Strengthen
and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends of
Bethlehem and their families: Eve & John, Kari, Nicki (Brielle), and Brian & Mary
Jane. Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi,
Zimbabwe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit.

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
Wayne O, father-in-law of Mary O, who died 4/8

Joanne S, former Learning Links tutor

Dale R who died on 4/5

Jack M, uncle of Chris M, who died on 4/2

David T, son-in-law of Babe and Ginnie W

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Warren H, friend of Jim and Kathy M, who is recovering from surgery
e (Carol, aunt of Don C, who is recovering from a stroke

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.
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OFFERING OF MUSIC

God so Loved the World John 3:16-17
John Stainer

The Chancel Choir
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our true vine. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who

sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the

pastors.
THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS

Come to the Table sung 2 times ELW 481
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW 470
TABLE BLESSING

PoST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope F bless you now and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Day of Arising ELW 374

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Voluntary in D Major William Boyce






BLC Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Dr. Jim Jefteris, Director of The Chancel Choir
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Additional musical leadership provided by:
Sarah Morrissette, cantor
Dave Wideman, cantor

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blctairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: The church office will be closed Easter Monday. Our co-
Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them
directly to schedule an appointment either by calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing
pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
“In Christ Alone”: Words and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music (admin. worldwide at EMICMGPublishing.com)
“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” - setting by Jeffrey Blersch; ©2008 Concordia Publishing House
“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” — setting by David Cherwien © 1985 Summa Productions
Voluntary in D Major by William Boyce; (from /0 Volantaries for the Organ) © Les Editions Outremontaises, 2008
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Faith-Sustaining Patterns in a World of Stockpiles

Faith cannot be stockpiled. It needs a pattern of replenishment.
Today, the disciples are hungry. While their stomachs may not be
rumbling, their hunger is shown in their lack of certainty about
who Jesus is. Even though they were just talking about how Jesus
walked with two of them on the road to Emmaus, his real
presence now frightens them. Doubt, disbelief, and fear are like
hunger to the disciples.

Jesus relieves the hunger with his risen presence. When the
disciples are unsure what to make of the mess that life has
become, Jesus shows up. When their hunger for truth and
certainty is most apparent, Jesus walks into the room. The
answer to someone’s hunger is not to ask why they are hungry.
Nor is the answer to doubt a question about why they cannot
believe. The answer is food. The answer is the real Jesus showing
up and easing fears. Everyone’s faith needs sustenance. Those
who listen to the preacher and gather at the table today are
looking for the God of truth and love to settle their doubts.

Even though Jesus’ disciples had been speaking about his
appearance to two of them on the road to Emmaus just verses
earlier, Jesus does not become agitated at the fact that the
disciples are afraid of him. Jesus expects the fears and the
doubts about his presence in the room. He knows that one post-
resurrection appearance to them will never be enough. There will
need to be more appearances to sustain the faith of generations
of disciples!

The appearances become a pattern, with Jesus entering into the
lives of his disciples, eating with them and teaching them. Finally,
Jesus sends the disciples out as withesses. Today the witnesses
come back into the pattern of Jesus’ appearance to remember
what was witnessed—so that their own testimony of a Savior who
sets their fears at ease will also ease the doubts and fears of
other hearers.



