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PRELUDE
Hope Lois R. Hill

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak
for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the
church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’
actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we
gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over
us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving God,

we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we
have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have
thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh
start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen.


http://www.blcfairport.org/

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed
up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us
beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake

of * Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Rise, Shine, You People!

ELW 665

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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assisted by BLC Percussion Ensemble



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that
is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS

All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.

READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the
law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land.
Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through
prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

[Moses said:] °The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. °This is what you
requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you
said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great
fire, I will die.” "Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have
said. '8I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything
that I command. ? Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I
have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they
recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these
forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

2I[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.??They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2*Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, >*and he cried out, “What have you
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are, the Holy One of God.” °But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come
out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. 2’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame began to spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886

Stanzas 1, 2, 3: All
4: Choir
5, 6: All

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.



#1 Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and
authority builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor
your instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

#2 Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear,
natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful
care of the earth. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

#3 Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community
leadership, that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their
covenants and be upright in their ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We follow you in showing love and care in our world. We pray for these members
and friends of Bethlehem and their families: Julie & Ryan (Brady & Cameron),
Jeff & Laurie, Celia & Doug, Paul, and Rich & Sue. Be with our twinned parish in
Shurugwi, Zimbabwe as they follow where you lead. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Making yourself known to those struggling in body, mind or spirit, provide for
those in any need.

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
e Emily R, friend of Pr. Amy and Hans W-P, who died on 1/16
e Patricia G, mother of Glen G, who died on 1/10

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Anita T, who is recovering from anticipated surgery
e Mark F, friend of Mary O, who remains hospitalized after a serious auto
accident
e Chris, wife of Bob S’s friend Pete, who has transitioned to hospice care



Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Draw Near Jonathan Willcocks

The Chancel Choir


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . .

unending hymn:

. we praise your name and join their
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
One in body, one in Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.



THE COMMUNION

9 37—/
& == . E===
J - #
Cor - de - 1o de Dios, i que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you . . take a-way the sin of the world; . .
9 l—3_ll rl—3———|
.« B I I N ] ]
s ==
J N
ten pie-dad de no - so-tros, ten pie -dad de no - so-tros.
have .. mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy up - on us.
9 37—
- 2 | . — —
~ 4 . S———
-
Cor-de - rode Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . .God, you . .take a-way the sin of the world; . .
31 ——3——
g —— i e — — i
e e Y
J S

ten pie-dad de no - so-tros,

ten pie-dad de no - so-tros.

have .. mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy up - on us.
9 37/
—1 | s e
A2V - . m
v £d f
Cor-de - rode Dios, ni que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you ..take a-waythesin of the world; . .
_Q_H N Ifl\ N I )\
t / . / O g ."4 / ‘I. df\/ _J
@J o
da - nos t paz, da - nos u  paz.
grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.




COMMUNION HYMN

Come to Me, O Weary Traveler

ACS 1017

Cantor: st. 1
All: sts. 2, 3,4

assisted by cantor: Neil Vokes

Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
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COMMUNION HYMN

Healer of Our Every Il ELW 612
TABLE BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Q 4 # g
11 ‘I i
L d o
J
Tu - ya es la glo - ria, la hon - ra tam - bién;
1  Yours, Lord, is the glo - ry, and hon - or as well;
2 Yours, Lord, the do-min - 10ns, and pow - er as well;
3 To you I sur-ren - der my be - ing, my life;
4 Glo - ry in the high - est, and on earth as well.
bty —— | i
6+ sESSE ; —
m - ya pa - ra siem - pre. A - mén, a - mén.
yours, Lord, now and al - ways.
yours, Lord, now and al - ways.
all, Lord, I sur-ren - der. A - men, a - men.
Glo - ry, al - le - lu - ia.
LEAVING TO SERVE
BENEDICTION

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in
you, I bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW 876

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices
(O DASS IcH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HATTE)

Johann B. Konig
setting, Paul Manz



BL.C Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blctairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Come to Me, O Weary Traveler: Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993; Music: AUSTIN, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc., selahpub.com. All rights
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Rules or Relationship?

Do you want to be right, or do you want to have a relationship?
When a teenager spends $200 on the world’s coolest sunglasses
is it the time to comment on the foolishness of the purchase or
to simply smile and nod? May the people of Corinth eat meat
sacrificed to idols? In 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Paul seems to
suggest that it does not really matter where the meat comes
from. What matters is how the people you care about feel about
that meat. Will it challenge their faith? Will it become a stumbling
block to the weak? Do you want to be right, or do you want to
have a relationship?

This theme continues in the gospel. The laws prohibiting work
on the sabbath carry deep meaning for many people of faith, and
yet on this sabbath Jesus rebukes an unclean spirit and frees a
man. Jesus chooses to care for the man and to free him, rather
than worry over the details of the law. In this instance Jesus is
not condemned for his choice, as he will be later. But his fame
begins to spread throughout the region. That too will later prove
dangerous, yet it is also a sign of the evangelical nature of the
faith. This is not a private faith, held closely and kept hidden.
Rather it is an outgoing faith spread from person to person
throughout the world.

To this day people continue to place barriers and restrictions on
the faith. Congregations do this in intentional ways, for example,
by setting a minimum age for receiving holy communion. The
benefits of these restrictions can be debated, but at least they
are chosen intentionally. Churches also create unintentional
barriers. Consider the clothes people wear to church each
Sunday. Are many people wearing suits and ties? Do you see blue
jeans? Do people wear shorts in the summer? What are some of
the ways people might be kept from a relationship with Jesus by
the barriers we create?



