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PRELUDE 
Jesus Calls Us          William Herbert Jude 
   (GALILEE)          setting, Emma Lou Diemer 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship 
show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. 
Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right 
after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that 
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the 
two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their 
lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 
GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends 
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Loving God, 
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 
have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 
thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh 
start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed 
up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us 
beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake 
of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
  



GATHERING HYMN  Jesus, the Light of the World    ACS 914 
 

 
  



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 
 

assisted by BLC Percussion Ensemble 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS 
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the 
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the 
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. 
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion. 
  



 
READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-
sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s 
dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to 
wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, 
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 
  



 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known 
as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who 
realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  O Jesus, I Have Promised        ELW 810 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
#1 God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you 
never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church 
wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
#2 God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of 
oceans and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that 
endanger water sources and the people who depend on them. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
#3 God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of 
our nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and 
truth. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We follow you in showing love and care in our world. We pray for these members 
and friends of Bethlehem and their families: JoAnne, Ben, Bill & Joanna (Abby), 
Billy, and Toni. Be with our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe as they 
follow where you lead. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
  



 
Making yourself known to those struggling in body, mind or spirit, provide for 
those in any need.  
 
We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for: 
• the safe delivery of Hazel Marcy C, daughter of Cori and Steve C, and 

granddaughter of Tom and Marcy A, who was born on 1/5 
 
We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of: 
• Emily R. friend of Pr. Amy and Hans W-P, who died on 1/16 
• Patricia G, mother of Glen G, who died on 1/10 
• Anna D, aunt of John C, who died on 1/6 
• Christopher F, nephew of Rich and Sue T, who died on 12/27 
 

We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Mark F, friend of Mary O, who remains hospitalized after a serious auto 

accident 
• Chris, wife of Bob S’s friend Pete, who has transitioned to hospice care. 
 

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

  



 
OFFERING  
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC   
I Will Arise             early American folk hymn 
        arr. Susan Byler / ed. Vito E. Mason 
 

The Chancel Choir 
 
OFFERTORY 

     
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER	 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
 



 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
One in body, one in Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
Thanks be to God! 
  



 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through 
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the 
pastors. 
 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
We Come to the Hungry Feast          ELW 479 
Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult          ELW 696 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 
LEAVING TO SERVE 
BENEDICTION 
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord        ELW 580 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  
Nachspiel             Johann Ludwig Krebs 
   (Postlude) 
  



 
Th altar flowers are given by Judy Lohr  

in memory of her loving husband Bob Lohr. 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark 
directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org. 
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call 
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org. 

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Jesus, the Light of the World: Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain  

Music: WE'LL WALK IN THE LIGHT, Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin 
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When Saying Yes Requires Saying No 
 

It was one of those thought-for-the-day-calendars you find in 
your Christmas stocking. The sayings mostly were trite and pithy, 
but every so often there was a truth worth repeating, for 
example: “Decide what you want and what you are willing to 
exchange for it. Set your priorities and go to work.” In other 
words, if we’re serious, saying yes to one thing often requires 
saying no to something else. 
 
Jonah—after fleeing from the mission to which God was calling 
him (and three days and nights in the belly of the fish!)—now 
says “No!” to his former urges and “Yes!” to God as he sets out 
as God’s prophet to Nineveh. Paul invites us to say “No!” to trivial 
matters and “Yes!” to the things of God that have serious and 
eternal consequences. Jesus calls the disciples to say “No!” to 
their boats and nets and families and much of everything else 
they have known and to say “Yes!” to his “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 
 
We feel a kinship with Jonah’s situation, because he struggles. 
He runs away from God and only relents after a huge fish vomits 
him onto a distant shore. The call-response stories of Simon, 
Andrew, James, and John make it all seem so easy. One little word 
of invitation from Jesus and these men turn in an instant from 
fishers to disciples. 
 
But most of us live somewhere in the middle, not resisting God’s 
call with the vigor of Jonah but certainly responding more slowly 
and ambiguously than the disciples. So a question for today is: 
To what is God calling us to say “No!”? Remember, it’s not just 
the ugly stuff but often good things that must be denied for the 
sake of following Jesus. And then we must also ask in faith: To 
what is Jesus inviting us to say “Yes!”? 
 


