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The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

Sunday, September 24, 2023 ~ 17" Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE

HYFRYDOL Warren Swenson
Welsh Tune (ELW 631)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. In scripture we read again and again
that God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we
receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the
presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known
and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.


http://www.blcfairport.org/

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us ELW 431

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS

All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.

READING: Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the
outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and
calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.
2For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 2°I am hard pressed
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better; *but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 2*Since I am
convinced of this, [ know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, °so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

2’Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you
are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of
the gospel, 2*and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. *°For
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well—Ysince you are having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '““The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the

marketplace; “and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay
you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here
idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard.” SWhen evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” “When those hired about five o’clock came, each
of them received the usual daily wage. '°Now when the first came, they thought
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily

wage. ''And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '?saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, [ am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual
daily wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the
same as I give to you. >’Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs




to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ '%So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY All Who Love and Serve Your City ELW 724

Choir: st. 1
All: sts. 2, 3,4, 5

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.



#1 God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church to invite and welcome all.
Lead us to be grateful for the blessing of community. Challenge your church to
choose equity and compassion over judgment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

#2 God who sends the wind and the sun, you know every worm and bush by name.
Help us remember that even the humblest parts of creation are precious to you.
Show us how best to care for the earth and its creatures. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

#3 God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart your compassionate wisdom
to legislators, judges, members of the military, and law enforcement. Give them
courage to serve their communities in times of uncertainty, stress, or exhaustion.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

By the power of your Spirit, you build us into your beloved community.
Strengthen the connections we share with these members and friends of Bethlehem
and their families: Karl, Margaret & Rolf, Eric & Lynn (Charlotte, Evan, Logan &
Lucas), Chris & Lisa (Rachel), and Dan. Strengthen the ministries we share with
others, especially our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Extend your arms of mercy to those struggling in body, mind, or spirit.

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
e Julie R-S, friend of Kim K, who died on 8/30

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

Anita T, who will be having a procedure on 9/25

Wayne W, who is unable to walk while a tendon in his leg heals
Dawn W, niece of Sue T, who is recovering from kidney stone surgery
Bill B, brother of Sue C, who has been diagnosed with bladder cancer
Mary S who is transitioning to a new placement in memory care



Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
I Will Sing Praise words and music, Joseph M. Martin

The Chancel Choir


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/

OFFERTORY
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lord Jesus, you are resurrection and life.

We give thanks that at your table you fill us with good things and feed us
from your abundance.

Pour out your Spirit on us and this feast of love.

Build us into a lasting community that embodies your love. Strengthen us to
serve you in all we do. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
One in body, one in Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.



THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS
Great God, Your Love Has Called Us ELW 358
As Saints of Old ELW 695
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LEAVING TO SERVE
BENEDICTION

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds

in & Christ Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN O Zion, Haste ELW 668

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
MONKLAND Albert L. Travis
(Let Us with a Gladsome Mind) tune, attr. John Antes



BL.C Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blctairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Discomfort: Sign of Grace?

Poor Jonah. (Read his story in Jonah 3:10-4:11.) The guy never
could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his God-given
call to preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the
sailors as they hoisted him over the boat’s edge and tossed him
into the sea; he was uncomfortable as the ocean’s raging waves
flung him about Ilike flotsam; he was—undoubtedly—
uncomfortable in the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and
downright angry with God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. Jonah
had a hard time getting comfortable with himself, and, even more
so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s grace.

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in
Matthew 20. The laborers who came in the early morning hours
grumbled against the landowner because they were paid the same
as others who started later and worked fewer hours. These
laborers are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to give to this
last the same as I give to you.” Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable
with the unchecked mercy offered by the landowner/God. God
doesn’t play by our rules, and that can be very discomforting for
us all.

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It
can be discomforting for us to engage the poor and the outcast of
our society. It can be discomforting for us to welcome immigrants
into our communities. It can be discomforting to address the
pervasive racism that still surrounds us. And it can be very
discomforting for us to open our lives to the transforming power of
the cross of Christ, whereby “the last will be first, and the first will
be last” (Matt. 20:16).

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the
reckless love of God, the closer we are to understanding the
meaning of grace?



