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PRELUDE
Adoration Florence B. Price

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The prophet Jeremiah (15:15-21) speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering
yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing
them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with
the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that
we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and
restore your joy within us. Amen.


http://www.blcfairport.org/

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as
heaven is above earth, so vast 1s God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 879

For the Beauty of the Earth

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
READING: Romans 12:9-21
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter
evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at
peace with all people.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
’Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; °love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. ?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. "Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. °Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. ’Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. '*If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. ”Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the
wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord.” 2°No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” 2'Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God”
(16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove
hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”
2IFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised. 2And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?*But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2°For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it. 2°For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 2*Truly I tell you, there are
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord ELW 574

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.

#1 God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker
to you, place messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and
open your children to your truth when we stumble. God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



#2 God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans
reveal the beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as
part of your world. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

#3 God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide
them to show honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and
grant peace to peoples and places mired in conflict.

God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

By the power of your Spirit, you nurture and bring growth. Strengthen the
connections we share with these members and friends of Bethlehem and their
families: Lou & Marshall, Pat & Ruth, Bill & Mary, Lil, and Ann & Patrick. Bring
new life and growth to the ministry of our sisters and brothers in our twinned
parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Breathe your abundance into all people.

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
Brian W, friend of Carolyn F and Steve F, who died on 8/26
Chuck G, friend of Phyllis and Bob S, who died on 8/24

Eleanor L, aunt of Pr. Amy, who died on 8/24

Deloris, grandmother of Liana C, who died on 8/22

Connie H, who died on 8/23

Mary S, mother of John P, who died on 8/11

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

Lisa Q who has begun hospice care

Dan, friend of Dave W, who is recovering from anticipated surgery on 8/25
Rachel G, who is recovering from a work injury

Chick F who is recovering at home

Taylor H, niece of Kathy M, who is recovering from Covid-19

Bill A as he awaits news on a recent biopsy

Karen B as she began treatment on 8/31 for a recent diagnosis of stage 4 lung
cancer



Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
When You Pray (Move Your Feet) music and lyrics, Tim O’Brien
title from an African proverb

Donna Berner and James Berner, vocals
Rich Towsley, dulcimer


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth,

all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

God, you open wide your hands

And feed all creation with your goodness.

Open us to receive all that you give us —

Your mercy, your grace, your love, your very self. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
Thanks be to God!



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.

THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS
By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
Blest Be the Tie That Binds ELW 656

TABLE BLESSING

PoST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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LEAVING TO SERVE
BENEDICTION

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds

in & Christ Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal! ELW 805

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
March in D Elizabeth Turner



BL.C Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blctairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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We'd love to see how
your flowers are growing.

Tag @blcfairport

585.364.1554

or email at
office@blcfairport.org




There Must Be Another Way

Peter may be the “rock” on which Christ will build the church
(Matt. 16:18), but when Jesus reveals the suffering that will come
first, Peter becomes a tempter and “stumbling block.” Assuming
God must have a different way to save the world, Peter protests
Jesus’ suffering and death. Jesus explains to Peter and all his
disciples that, in fact, this is the way to life—losing one’s life in
order to find it.

By tempting Jesus to an easier way than his journey through
suffering to resurrection, Peter personifies a temptation common
to all generations of Jesus’ disciples: seeking a way to avoid “losing
oneself,” instead of surrendering all to and with the one we follow.
Rather than losing our lives—our selves, possessions, and time—
we hold on more tightly, afraid of what will happen to our comfort,
success, and identity if we let go. Those things we hold onto then
become, like Peter, stumbling blocks along the way of self-giving
love.

But while “saving one’s life” sounds sensible, those things also
stand in the way of the new life into which Jesus beckons us to
follow him. Perhaps Peter’s problem is that he sees only the
suffering and death, without grasping the new life that comes
through it. In times when we too are tempted by worldly ways of
comfort and success, convinced that surely God must have an
easier way than the way of self-giving love, this gospel reminds us
that resurrection and life await on the other side of suffering and
death.

This is the way of our God who becomes human in Jesus: emptying
himself of power and dignity, losing his very own life for the sake
of the world’s life. Seen through the lens of resurrection just ahead
on the journey, what other way could there be



