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Sunday, July 16, 2023 ~ 7th Sunday after Pentecost  

 
 
PRELUDE 
Trumpet Voluntary           William Goodwin 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is 
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world. 
 
GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from 
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a 
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 
restore your joy within us. Amen. 
 
  



 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as 
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so 
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   What Is This Place   ELW 524 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 
  



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. 
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in 
faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its 
death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our 
lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For 
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word 
by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a 
memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results 
in those who hear. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 



nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   As Rain from the Clouds       ELW 508 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
  



 
#1 Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on 
good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and 
throughout the world. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
#2 Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and 
fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the 
need to be good stewards. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
#3 Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for 
justice in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to 
work on behalf of the common good. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you make all things new. Strengthen 
and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends of 
Bethlehem and their families: Doris, Volker, Jeff & Ruth, Pam, Connie & Erich, 
and Rick & Sharon. Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our sisters and 
brothers in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe your abundance into all people.  
 
We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for: 
• The birth of Hadley Henrietta T., great-granddaughter of Toni and Jerry T. 

 
We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of: 
• Mike B., colleague of Mike K., who died on 7/4 
• Beatrice (Bea) F., aunt of Jeff C., who died on 6/30 

 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Justin A., son of Marcy and Tom A., who is recovering at home 
• Erich H., who has moved to a rehabilitation facility 

  



 
Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 

If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 
 
OFFERING  
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC   
Ye People, Rend Your Hearts        Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
If with All Your Hearts 

(from Elijah, op. 70, MWV A25/Part 1) 
 

Paul O’Malley, tenor 
 
  



 
OFFERTORY 

  

 

 

  
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and 
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and 
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
  



 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
God, you open wide your hands 
And feed all creation with your goodness. 
Open us to receive all that you give us – 
Your mercy, your grace, your love, your very self.  Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are called to Christ’s table.  Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God!  
  



 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through 
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the 
pastors. 
 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 

 

     
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil          ELW 512 
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast          ELW 516 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 



 

 

 

          
 
 
LEAVING TO SERVE 
 
BENEDICTION  
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  On What Has Now Been Sown       ELW 550 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  
Capriccio             Tarquinio Merula 
  



 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark 
directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org. 
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call 
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org. 

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 
  



 
 
 
  

We'd love to see how
your flowers are growing.

Text us 
Pictures at 
585.364.1554

or email at
office@blcfairport.org

Tag @blcfairport



 
 
 

Life in Every Direction 
 
 

We can identify death in every direction. We see war, hunger, 
addiction, poverty, a dying planet, and broken hearts. This is not a 
new story. The children of Israel surely saw death in every direction, 
wandering in the desert and at least occasionally wondering about 
their next meal. Paul looks at his own life and, at first, sees nothing 
beyond spiritual death. He reminds us that death is not just physical, 
but also spiritual. Then, in the parable of the sower, three-fourths of 
the seeds die and three-fourths of the sections of the field are 
inhospitable to flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given a 
chance. We might look at the world and ourselves and only see the 
places that are absent and inhospitable to God’s love. 
 
Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal 
God bringing forth life where there is only death and God’s absence 
in every direction. First, God renews the covenant with the children 
of Israel. After their own failures and disobedience, God restores a 
relationship with the children of Israel and gives them “the best of all 
the land in Egypt” (Gen. 45:20) and “provisions for the journey” 
(Gen. 45:21). Paul reflects on God growing new branches where old 
tree branches had fallen away. The parable of the sower elicits 
reflection, repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and 
hearers in considering the sort of spiritual life they practice. Are we 
hospitable or inhospitable to God’s word? This parable is a vivid 
reminder of all God has overcome—rocks, scorching sun, thorns, and 
snatching—to bring life to the world. God brings forth life in places 
where people see only death. 
 

 
 


