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Sunday, July 2, 2023 ~ 5th Sunday after Pentecost  

 
 
PRELUDE 
Foundation                Early American 
           setting, Wilbur Held 

        (ELW 796) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free 
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the 
disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. 
From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this 
world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 
GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from 
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a 
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 
restore your joy within us. Amen. 
 
  



 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as 
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so 
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  As We Gather at Your Table  ELW 522 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

       
  



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice 
and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and 
serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
READING: Romans 6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. 
Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live 
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By 
no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the 
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So 
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? 
The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal 
life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution 
and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his 
followers and support their ministry. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in 
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a 
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus       ELW 802 

  



 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 
#1 We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst 
who cast a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom 
society rejects. For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
  



 
#2 We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For 
their flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care 
for them including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; 
coaches, counselors, and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#3 We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and 
legislators. For judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military 
personnel. For those who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that 
promote the common good. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you make all things new. Strengthen 
and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends of 
Bethlehem and their families: Marty, Alexander, Becky & Kevin, Jillian, and Don 
& Sandy. Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our sisters and brothers in 
our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe your abundance into all people.  
 
We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of: 
• David G., son of Don and Sandy G. and brother of Kevin, who died on 6/18 

 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Mike D., friend of Jim O. and Chris G. 
• Janice, mother of Julie O., who fell and broke her hip and is hospitalized 

following surgery 
• Jane C. recovering from surgery  
• Kay B., grandmother of Eric C., as she moves to hospice care  

 
Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
  



 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 

If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 
 
OFFERING  
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC   
HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING      tune, Robert Lowry 
          setting, James E. Clemens 
             (ELW 763) 
 
OFFERTORY 
 

  

 

 



  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and 
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and 
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
God, you open wide your hands 
And feed all creation with your goodness. 
Open us to receive all that you give us – 
Your mercy, your grace, your love, your very self.  Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
  



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through 
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the 
pastors. 
 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 

     
  



 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Here Is Bread          ELW 483 
Let Streams of Living Justice          ELW 710 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

          
  



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 
BENEDICTION  
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  Lift Every Voice and Sing        ELW 841 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  
I’ve Got Peace like A River Traditional American spiritual 

with Standin’ in the Need of Prayer         arr. Mary McDonald 
  



 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
Thank you to the Rev. John Macholz for leading worship today while our co-
Pastors are away! Pastor Macholz served for many years at Atonement Lutheran in 
Rochester, before being elected to the office of Bishop for the Upstate New York 
Synod in 2014. John lives in Rochester with his wife, Lin.  
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark 
directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org. 
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call 
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by 
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org. 

 
 

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Life in Christ Includes Praise and Lament 
 

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a 
full life in Christ also includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are 
willing to acknowledge God’s presence in every circumstance, our faith 
becomes integrated and sustainable through a lifetime. 
 
The assigned texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the 
people of God, from arguably the most disturbing story in all our 
scriptures (Genesis 22.1-14; semicontinuous series) to the proclamation 
of God’s everlasting faithfulness (Psalms 89 and 13). 
 
Does our worship have a blind spot? Do we avoid faithful lament? 
Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the 
disciple naturally embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this 
includes moments of sadness, grief, and betrayal that were very much a 
part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are identified with Christ, 
disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s story 
and purpose. 
 
The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of 
suffering, so this day invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of 
denial when difficult things are swept under the rug, we may resist the 
idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our scriptures, 
however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound realities. The psalmist wails 
a prayer in faith that not only laments abandonment by God but also 
confesses God’s steadfast love (Psalm 13; semicontinuous series). The 
story of Abraham and Isaac haunts our imaginations when we expect God 
to make life easy. 
 
Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a 
service of full-hearted proclamation of the depths of life in Christ. 
 
 

 
 


