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PRELUDE
Variations on “How Firm a Foundation” Early American
I. Hymn setting, Janet Linker
I1. Pastorale
I11. Trumpet Tune
IV. Chorale
Susan DePasquale, guest organist

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jesus declares that his words
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on
our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace
and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we
are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a
steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and
restore your joy within us. Amen.


http://www.blcfairport.org/

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as
heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so
far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

Blessed be God forever,

GATHERING HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW 796)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not
to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for
rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Romans 6:1b-11
Buried and raised with Christ by baptism.
“Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? ’By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. ®“We know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. "For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. °We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. °The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives
to God. *'So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39
The cost of discipleship.
[Jesus said to the twelve:] *“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above
the master; 2°it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household!

5“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered,
and nothing secret that will not become known. ?’What | say to you in the dark,
tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. ?°Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *°And even the hairs
of your head are all counted. *'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than
many sparrows.

$2“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; **but whoever denies me before others, |
also will deny before my Father in heaven.

*“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to
bring peace, but a sword.

*For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

%and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
$"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; **and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” The gospel of the
Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, My Faithful God ELW 806)




APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need..
A brief silence.

#1 You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace.
Prevail upon us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we are
compelled to share the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy.

hear our prayer.

#2 Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and
animal habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding
coastlines. Amplify the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of the
carth’s resources. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



#3 Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations
experiencing conflict or crisis. Thwart the efforts of those who sow chaos and
terror, and guide those working to bring about peace and reconciliation. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you make all things new. Strengthen
and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends of
Bethlehem and their families: Marjorie & Mark, David & Marsha, Sandy, Ken
(Jillian), and Cathy. Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our sisters and
brothers in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Breathe your abundance into all people.

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
e Deborah P., mother of Marianne H., who died on 6/8

e David G., son of Don and Sandy G. and brother of Kevin, who died on
6/18

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Tom S., at home following a recent hospitalization.

e Dan, friend of Jan and Howard S., who is recovering from a serious car
accident.

e Morey R. who is recovering from a recent hospitalization in his new home.

¢ Janice, mother of Julie O., who fell and broke her hip and is hospitalized
following surgery.

e Jane C. recovering from anticipated surgery on June 21.
e Kay B., grandmother of Eric C., as she moves to hospice care.

e Mike D. who is facing significant health issues. Mike is a friend of Jim O.
and Chris G.

Hear these prayers we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MusIC
Shepherd Words and music, Sara VVokes

Sara Vokes, piano and vocals
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth,

all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

God, you open wide your hands

And feed all creation with your goodness.

Open us to receive all that you give us —

Your mercy, your grace, your love, your very self. Amen



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.



THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW 772
O Jesus, | Have Promised ELW 810
TABLE BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds

in +& Christ Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
There Is a Balm in Gilead African American spiritual
setting, Johannes Matthias Michel



BLC Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you to Susie DePasquale for serving as our guest musician today while
Raelynn is away.

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with Mark Finke or one of the pastors following worship or contact Mark
directly at volunteersupport@blcfairport.org.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call
for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by
calling (585) 223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org.

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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God Comes First

God is, the theologians say, transcendent—beyond us, always exceeding our easy
grasp. Recognizing God’s awesome transcendence brings a reevaluation of other
values. The God of vertigo-inspiring infinitude is also the God who know the hairs
of our head. Trusting this God, fear is defanged and faith becomes a sort of
courage. We live in faithful relationship to the hair-counting God as we joyfully
"acknowledge” the one who acknowledges us. And as we do so, reveling in the
intimacy of God’s loving regard for us, other relationships, even familial ones, take
on a different cast. God comes first, we realize, not only in priority, but
ontologically, “in the beginning.” Before the God who is at once gracious and
transcendent, we “lose” our lives and discover the true life in following the way of
Jesus the crucified Son.

We'd love to see how
your flowers are growing.

Tag @blcfairport

Text us

Pictures at
585.364.1554

or email at
office@blcfairport.org



