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Cover Image 

 
Our cover art today was drawn by Jeff Tokarz, a member of the Bethlehem 

community. Jeff resumed drawing three years ago and recently created this image 
of Christ as he reflected on the meaning of Christ’s death and resurrection. We 

are grateful for Jeff’s openness to sharing this image for our reflection this Holy 
Week. 

 
 

About Worship this Evening 
 

We gather on this holiest of days to hear the story of Jesus crucifixion and death. 
In times of violence, economic uncertainty, and climate disasters, people are often 
forced to move to survive, to provide for their families, to maintain hope. Today 
we pause to view Refugee Journeys along side the journey of Jesus, as he makes 

his way to his cross. Through art, music, and scripture, we reflect on Christ’s 
passion in tonight’s service.  

 
Our service this evening is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae Service dating 

from the Eighth Century. It is a service commemorating the suffering and death of 
Christ and was originally celebrated on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of Holy 

Week. The literal translation of the Latin word Tenebrae is “shadows” or 
“darkness.” 

 
The darkness of the chancel caused by the extinguished candles reminds us of the 

darkness that covered the world at our Lord’s crucifixion and the spiritual 
darkness that would cover the world had not the Light of the World come. 

  



What are the Stations of the Cross? 
 
The Stations of the Cross have formed part of Christian devotion during Holy 
Week for many centuries. The stations enabled followers of Jesus, who visited 
Jerusalem, to follow the path of suffering walked by Jesus from Pilate’s house to 
Calvary. Pilgrims eventually brought home the practice of pausing for prayer and 
devotion at various points in Jesus’ journey and the Stations of the Cross became a 
visual presence in sanctuaries and other sacred spaces.  
 
Many Christians have come to understand that way of the cross is traveled by all 
those who suffer in our world today. Unlike Jesus, their suffering is not redemptive 
for us, but it bears the image and likeness of Jesus who suffers with the “least of 
these” in every time and place. When we follow the journeys of those who suffer 
today, we see the cross of Jesus revealed and acknowledge the places where we 
long to see God’s new life made known. In this year’s Stations of the Cross, we 
follow human movement all over the world through through the art of Mary 
Button’s Stations of the Cross: Refugee Journeys.  
 
The series begins in North America – exploring the history of forced migration in 
the United States, the re-location of indigenous people in Louisiana today, the 
movement of migrant farmworkers and the incarceration of migrants and their 
children in detention centers. Other stations document the movement of North 
African and Syrian refugees across the Mediterranean Sea as they journey toward 
Europe; Rohingya refugees escaping genocide in Myanmar; Venezuelans fleeing 
governmental chaos; Ukrainians escaping the war in the Donbass region.  
 
Embedded in the images of each station are maps documenting the movement of 
people. As you pray the stations, you travel across the world twice over in images. 
Surrounding each station is a border which depicts the movement of Jesus toward 
the cross.  
 

 
 

  



Friday, April 7, 2023 ~ Good Friday 
 

Prelude     
Reflection on “Were You There?”    African American spiritual 
               Craig Phillips 
 
Herzlich tut mich verlangen, op. 122          Johannes Brahms 

(I do desire dearly [a blessed end])       (ELW 351) 
 
We gather in solemn devotion and pause at each station of the cross that Jesus 
travels as he makes his way to Calvary. Through word, music, and images we 
reflect on Christ’s suffering and death, and all those who continue to bear his 
likeness in the world today; always remembering the promise that the tree around 
which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate 
the promised resurrection to come. 
 
HYMN     Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ELW 338 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you 
Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 

 
~ STATIONS OF THE CROSS ~ 

 
FIRST STATION: JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH 

The Isle de Jean Charles Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Tribe is Displaced by 
Climate Change 

 
READING: Mark 15:15, 11-15 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered 
him, “You say so.” 3 Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate 
asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against 
you.” 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
  
PRAYER  
For those on trial this week and for those appointed to judge them:  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 



 
SECOND STATION: JESUS ACCEPTS THE CROSS  
Migrant Labor Supports U.S. Food Systems 

 
READING: John 19:6, 15-17 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him 
in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 
18 And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head 
with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking 
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then 
they led him out to crucify him. 
 
PRAYER 
For those appointed to keep public order,  
and for those tempted to abuse their power: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 
HYMN    Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless   ELW 357 

 
THIRD STATION: JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME 

Central American Migrants Are Detained by U.S. Border Control 
 

READING: Isaiah 53:1-3 
Who has believed what we have heard? 
   And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
   and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by others; 
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
  
  



 
PRAYER 
For those who are despised and rejected in our world: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

Candle is extinguished 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
Who Is That Man?         words, Don Besig and Nancy Price 
               music, Don Besig 
 

Vocal Trio: Nancy Price, Chrisanne Gates, Hans Walter-Peterson 
 

FOURTH STATION: JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER 
Venezuelans Flee Government Chaos 

 
READING: John 19:25-27 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
"Woman, here is your son." 27Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 
PRAYER 
For parents whose children are in pain or in trouble. For parents who must 
abandon their homes due to chaos.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE  
Adagio          Alessandro Marcello 

from Oboe Concerto in D Minor, S. Z799       transcr. J. S. Bach 
 

 
FIFTH STATION: SIMON HELPS JESUS TO CARRY HIS CROSS 

Eritrean Migrants Make Dangerous Journeys 
 
READING: Mark 15:21 
On their way through Jerusalem, they met a man named Simon, who was coming 
into the city from the country, and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 



  
PRAYER 
For friends and strangers who serve you:  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 
HYMN     Ah, Holy Jesus         ELW 349 
                 sts. 1, 2, 4 

 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 
O most afflicted. 

 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  

 I crucified thee. 
 

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
 thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 

 thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
 for my salvation. 

 
SIXTH STATION: VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 

Syrian Refugees Flee Aleppo 
 

READING: Matthew 25:35-36, 40 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
… 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
  
PRAYER 
For those in our care, and for those who wipe away our tears: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
  



 
HYMN     In All Our Grief         ELW 615 
                  sts. 1, 2, 3 

 

In all our grief and fear we turn to you. 
O God, you know all that we think or do, 

you know the pain we put each other through. 
 

Refrain 
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,  

Lord, grant us peace. 
 

Help us to put aside the angry word, 
the clenching fist, the wish and will to hurt. 

Teach us the way in which love best is served.  Refrain 
 

You did not even spare your only Son. 
He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, 

but through his cross, redemption has been won.  Refrain 
 

SEVENTH STATION: JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME 
Refugees Risk Their Lives Crossing the Mediterranean Sea 

 

 
READING: Isaiah 53:7 
Ill-treated and afflicted, 
he never said a word. 
Like a lamb led to the slaughter-house, 
like a sheep dumb before its shearers,  
he never opened his mouth. 
 
PRAYER 
For those who today will struggle and fall: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
  
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
They Crucified My Lord             SUFFERER 

African American spiritual 
 

Pr. Amy Walter-Peterson, soprano 
 



EIGHTH STATION: JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM 
Rohingya Refugees Flee Genocide in Myanmar 

 
READING: Luke 23:27-28 
27 A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who 
were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and 
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and 
for your children. 
   
PRAYER 
For those who live in places of conflict and danger, 
for peacemakers and peacekeepers in every land: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 
HYMN    Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed         ELW 337 
                   sts. 1, 2, 5 

 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
and did my sov'reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head 
for sinners such as I? 

 

Was it for sins that I had done 
he groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
and love beyond degree! 

 

But tears of grief cannot repay 
the debt of love I owe; 

here, Lord, I give myself away: 
'tis all that I can do. 

 
NINTH STATION: JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME 
Afghan Refugees Make New Lives in Pakistan 

 
READING: Isaiah 53:4-5 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 



5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
 
PRAYER  
For those whom I love, 
For those whom I struggle to love, 
For those who find me difficult: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
He Was Crucified           Johann Sebastian Bach 

from Mass in B Minor, BWV 232     transcr. John Holler 
 

The Chancel Choir 
 

 
TENTH STATION: JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS CLOTHES 

Kurdish Refugees Flee Syria 
  
READING: John 19:23-24  
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what the 
scripture says, 
‘They divided my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 
 
PRAYER  
For those deserted by friends, 
For those who are alone and vulnerable: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
  



 
 
HYMN    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded        ELW 351 
                  sts. 1, 2, 4 

 
O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 
 

How pale thou art with anguish, 
with sore abuse and scorn; 

how does thy face now languish, 
which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter passion 
were all for sinners' gain; 

mine, mine was the transgression, 
but thine the deadly pain. 

 

Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 
 

ELEVENTH STATION: JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 
Chechen Refugees in Poland Organize Support for Homeless Communities 

  
READING: Luke 23:33-34 
  
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ 
  



 
PRAYER  
For the depth of your love for us, we thank you: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 

TWELFTH STATION: JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 
Ukranians Flee War in the Donbass Region 

 
READING: Luke 23:44-46 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 
 
PRAYER  
For those who have died today, 
For those who love them and those who live with loss:  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
  

HYMN      Were You There          ELW 353 
              sts. 1-4 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

  



Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 
THIRTEENTH STATION: JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS 

Migrants Travel Over Dangerous Waters to Reach Australia 
 

 
READING: John 19:38 
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Judeans, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed the body.  
 
PRAYER  
For those who walk in the valley of death and for ourselves who carry the stories 
and traditions of faith:  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished 
 

FOURTEENTH STATION: JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB  
Marshall Islanders Flee Radiation and Rising Waters 

 
READING: Matthew 27:59-61 
So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door 
of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, 
sitting opposite the tomb. 
 
PRAYER  
For those who are waiting, for all who are longing for light: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Candle is extinguished.  
 



 
HYMN      Were You There          ELW 353 
                    st. 5 

sung by Jim Jefferis, cantor 
 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER:  
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 

May God be merciful and bless us; 
may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
Let your way be known upon earth, 
your saving health among all nations. 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God give us blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

Worship ends in silence.  
You may remain in the sanctuary until you are ready to leave.   

 
 

Blessings to all as you prepare for the celebration  
of Christ’s resurrection on the third day. 

  



 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
 

Easter Sunday Schedule 
 
The tomb is empty! We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Share in worship with 
Bethlehem this Holy Week either in person or through Livestream. 
  
April 9, Easter Sunday 
8:55 am – Festive Easter Celebration with Holy Communion, in-person and 

livestreamed  
10:15 am - Easter Breakfast 
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Find Strength and Hope in the Cross 
 

It is difficult as we kneel before the cross to hear the voice of the 
gospel. We might imagine that it waits for us at Eastertide, that 
tonight the law says its peace and come Sunday the gospel will finally 
win the day, but that is not so. The gospel spells freedom for those 
held captive to sin. The resurrection only matters for those who know 
they are dead. 
 
We, who are both saints and sinners, kneel before the cross today or 
tonight and hear it speaking to us as both verdict and promise. It is 
true: each of us is guilty of our participation in the world’s suffering. 
We, each bearing the image and likeness of God in our very skin, do 
not respect that image in one another, much less the world we 
inhabit, God’s good garden. 
 
We do not respect God’s creations—one another, or the world we live 
in. We put one another on the crosses at which Jesus now joins us. 
We must admit this or there is no need for the salvation Christ brings. 
We must admit we are in bondage to these patterns of human 
violence and environmental degradation before we can be liberated 
from them. 
 
This is the promise of Good Friday: we will be liberated from these 
crosses—the ones we hang on and the ones on which we hang one 
another. These crosses, at once symbols of the divisions between us 
and a symbol of the end to all divisions, promise that God will not 
abandon us in our suffering. God comes to us just like this, just as 
we are, but God does not leave us this way. This is the cross—
evidence of our sin, and sign of God’s love. 
 

 
 
 


