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Sunday, October 16, 2022 ~ 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude:     
Prière           Léon Roques 
   (Prayer) 
 
Prelude              Robert W. Jones 
   (from Sonatina for Worship No. 1) 
 
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel 
today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come 
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will 
be blessed. 
 
GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. 
Amen 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 
Holy and gracious God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you this day. Some of our sin we know 
- the thoughts and words and deeds of which we are ashamed - but some is 
known only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ we ask for forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace. Amen 
 
By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven. 
Amen 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN  Word of God, Come Down on Earth  ELW 510 



 
GREETING 
Grace and peace to you from God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to 
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your 
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
Count Your Blessings        words: Johnson Oatman 
             music: Edwin O. Excell 
 

The Folk Group 
 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS 
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the 
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the 
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. 
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion. 
 
READING: 2 TIMOTHY 3:14--4:5 
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague 
in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition. 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to 
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 
you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in 
teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, 
but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 



own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 
myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

  
 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. 
Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an 
unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much 
more will God respond to those who call. 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later 
he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly 
grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 



 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Listen, God Is Calling           ELW 513 
 

Cantors: starting the Refrain and each phrase of the stanzas 
       All: singing after cantors 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
#1 For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and 
equipped to share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in 
proclamation and prayer. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#2 For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief 
to flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to 
be worthy stewards of creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#3 For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire 
wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. 
Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Strengthen and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends 
of Bethlehem and their families: James & Kathy, Jason & Sarah (Logan, Quinn), 
Bryan & Lynn, Frank & Gabriele, and Gerald. Bring new life and growth to the 
ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit: 
 
We pray for those who serve, especially: 
• Thomas, brother of Lisa, and all others impacted by or deployed to assist in 

recovery efforts following Hurricane Ian 
 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially:  
• Steve, who is recovering in the ICU after emergency surgery 
• Lisa, as she prepares for surgery 
• Those who are caregivers for loved ones 
• Those who are ill from Coronavirus and all who care for them 

 
We also remember those we lift before you, silently and aloud... 
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. 
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
OFFERING  
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available 
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting 
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry. 
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC   
I Will Lift My Eyes          based on Psalm 121: 1-8 
                Mark Hayes 

 
The Chancel Choir 

 



OFFERTORY 

  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
We pray. God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and 
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and 
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Siblings in Christ, we gather here at God’s table of mercy.  
At this table, Christ welcomes sinners and eats with us! 
When we are lost, 
Christ searches for us.  
When we are hungry, 
Christ feeds us.  
When we are lonely,  
Christ comes to be our friend.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Lord Jesus, you are resurrection and life.  
We give thanks that at your table you fill us with good things and feed us 
from your abundance.  
Pour out your Spirit on us and this feast of love. 
Strengthen us to serve you in all we do.  
 
 



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
One in body, one in Spirit, we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is 
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through 
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the 
pastors. 
 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 



 

          
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil          ELW 512 
Day by Day          ELW 790 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
  



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 
 
BENEDICTION  
The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen 
your love, and ☩ grant you peace. 
Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN   Canticle of the Turning       ELW 723 

assisted by The Folk Group 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
FOUNDATION         arr. Wilbur Held  
  



 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
 
The flowers on the altar are given by Linda Montalbano in honor of her son’s 
(Alex) birthday. 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled 
role? Fill out the survey on the table in the narthex and place it in the basket or 
speak with a pastor. 
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Thank you for your patience during this transition without 
office support staff. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call for 
emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by calling 
(585)223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or 
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org  
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Kyrie eleison: Persistence in Prayer 
 

Two characters step out of scripture today to teach us about 
persistence in prayer. One is named. Jacob is the devious brother who 
tricked his twin, Esau, out of his birthright and their father’s blessing, 
and Jacob was himself duped on his wedding night by his father-in-
law, Laban (Genesis 32:22-31). The other character, unnamed, is a 
widow acquainted with grief, one among many marginalized and 
vulnerable people, but a woman who dares to stand her ground in 
her quest for justice. On the banks of the river Jabbok, Jacob wrestles 
with the angel and limps away with a blessing and a new identity. The 
unnamed widow repeatedly appeals for justice and finally is 
vindicated. Many have known persistent prayer as a kind of wrestling 
with God. Many have pleaded with God for justice and mercy. Today 
God’s grace and mercy is known in the blessing of baptismal 
remembrance and our identity as beloved children of God. 
 


