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Prelude:
We Place upon Your Table, Lord

DISTRESS
setting, Edwin T. Childs

Allein Gott in der höh sey her

G. P. Telemann

(All Glory Be to God on High)

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible
to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is
in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom
death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from
the death grip of greed.
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection
Holy and gracious God,
we confess that we have sinned against you this day. Some of our sin we know
- the thoughts and words and deeds of which we are ashamed - but some is
known only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ we ask for forgiveness.
Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace. Amen
By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven.
Amen
GATHERING HYMN

Gather Us In

ELW 532
assisted by The Folk Group

GREETING
Grace and peace to you from God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

HEARING GOD’S WORD
DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the
kids gather in the room across the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary.
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion.
READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing
but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth
with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes.
1a
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
4
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6
who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent
away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new
but is as old as Moses and the prophets.
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor
man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man
also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said,
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in
agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s
house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not
also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and
the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment

ACS 1036

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father.
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
#1 Creator God, we thank you for this beautiful creation you have given us. Make
us good stewards of all you have blessed us with. We thank you for family and
friends, food to nourish our bodies, and homes to shelter us. We also remember
those of our neighbors without those blessings, and we ask you to empower us to
reach out to those in need and stir us to meet those needs wherever we can, in
Jesus’ name. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

#2 We ask this day that you be with our world leaders, those in positions of power,
and all of those in leadership positions. We ask your guidance be with our church
leaders and our pastors. Help them to see the direction you are leading us. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
#3 Light of the world, we ask that you lead us ever forward, taking one day,
sometimes one moment, at a time. Help us to listen to you, as you call us out of
our slumber and apathy. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for faith that is passed from generation to generation though
examples of generosity and service. Strengthen and renew the relationships we
share with these members and friends of Bethlehem and their families: Duncan,
Dan, Donna & Ed, Eric & Lynn (Charlotte, Evan, Logan & Lucas), and Chris &
Lisa (Dan, Rachel) Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our twinned parish
in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit:
We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for:
• the safe delivery and birth of Leila Mackenzie, the daughter of Tim and
Laura and granddaughter of Mike and Sandy on 9/10
We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of:
• Robert, brother of John, who died on 9/4

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
• Bob who is healing from fractured ribs following a fall
• Ed, father of Sandy’s daughter-in-law, who is awaiting a lung transplant
• Frank, who has been diagnosed with cancer
• Brian, who is recovering from his recent hospitalization
• Those who are caregivers for loved ones
• Those who are ill from Coronavirus and all who care for them
We also remember those we lift before you, silently and aloud...
Silence for individual prayer.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING GOD’S MEAL
THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.
OFFERING
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.
OFFERING OF MUSIC
Poor Man Lazrus

African-American spiritual
arr. Jester Hairston
The Chancel Choir

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
We pray. God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Siblings in Christ, we gather here at God’s table of mercy.
At this table, Christ welcomes sinners and eats with us!
When we are lost,
Christ searches for us.
When we are hungry,
Christ feeds us.
When we are lonely,
Christ comes to be our friend.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Lord Jesus, you are resurrection and life.
We give thanks that at your table you fill us with good things and feed us
from your abundance.
Pour out your Spirit on us and this feast of love.
Strengthen us to serve you in all we do.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
One in body, one in Spirit, we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
Thanks be to God.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.
THE COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS
Come to the Table
Build a Longer Table

ELW 481
ACS 1062

TABLE BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

LEAVING TO SERVE
BENEDICTION
The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen
your love, and ☩ grant you peace.
Amen
SENDING HYMN

In Christ There Is No East or West

ELW 650

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Capriccio

Tarquinio Merula

BLC Musicians
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Director of The Chancel Choir
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled
role? Fill out the survey on the table in the narthex and place it in the basket or
speak with a pastor.
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.
What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/
Church office hours: Thank you for your patience during this transition without
office support staff. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call for
emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by calling
(585)223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or
pastor.amy@blcfairport.org
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Place-sharing

Today’s gospel evokes our sympathy. It opens the possibility—
described as an impossibility—of place-sharing, trading or sharing
places with each other. It also echoes a common theme: the pursuit
of wealth in this world can lead us into idolatry and away from faith
in Christ. Instead, as 1 Timothy 6:11 reminds us, we should pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness, so
that there is no “poor man named Lazarus” dying at our gates. After
all, the greatest treasure—our eternal salvation, has already been
procured for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Knowing this,
we can share all we have with our neighbors, even our very place and
salvation, confident that God will continue to provide for our needs.

