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BETHLEHEM

LUTHERAN CHURCH

48 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY ~ (5685) 223-0634 ~ www.blcfairport.org
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors
Raelynn Clare, Music Director
Dr. Jim Jefferis, Chancel Choir Director

Sunday, August 14, 2022 ~ 10" Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude:
Abide with Me William H. Monk

Michael Koncilja, guest pianist and organist

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He
invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded
by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are
invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN Faith of Our Fathers ELW &813

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho - ly name.
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yours be the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look
to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

READING: Hebrews 11:29--12:2
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of
biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the
trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses, ” we have Jesus, the
perfect model of faithful endurance.
2By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when
the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 3By faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—3*who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of
lions, 3*quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. **Women received
their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order



to obtain a better resurrection. *Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. *’"They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two,
they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented—3%of whom the world was not worthy. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

3Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, “’since God had provided something better so that they would
not, apart from us, be made perfect.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of
obedience to God'’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter
hostility and rejection, even from those they love.
[Jesus said:] “*“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! >°T have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under
until it is completed! >'Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division! >’From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; >they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
>*He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. >>And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. **You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why
do you not know how to interpret the present time?”’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Justice Flow like Streams ELW 717

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.




I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father.
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.

Silence for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the
table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other
side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to
love our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights
in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are

forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

**Please remain standing. **




THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

#1 Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives
to serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the
globe, especially in Zimbabwe and Zambia, and strengthen ecumenical and
interfaith partnerships. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for communities affected by
natural disasters in Kentucky, California, and in places we don’t know or too
quickly forget. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for
new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle
in them a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those
who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain our relationships with these members and friends of
Bethlehem and their families: Dick & Linda, Bryce, Kris, Brian & Erika, and
Terri. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Arise, O God, and breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit:

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Erin, daughter of Kathy and Joe, who is currently hospitalized and awaiting
surgery
o Waverly, friend of Phyllis, who is recovering at home after transplant
surgery
Maddie, daughter of Kathy’s friends, who has AML Leukemia
Torstan, who is recovering from a concussion
Those who are caregivers for loved ones
Those who are ill from Coronavirus and all who care for them

We also remember those we lift before you, silently and aloud...
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blctfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Glory to God on High Felice de Giardini
arr. Paul Cardall



OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, we pray as you taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
Thanks be to God.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.

THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS
Take, Oh Take Me As I Am ELW 814
My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.



LEAVING TO SERVE

SENDING HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal ELW 805

BENEDICTION
The God of peace, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and

show you the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Proclaim the Glory of the Lord Dwight Liles
and Niles Borop

Thank you!

We give thanks for Mike Koncilja who serves as our guest musician this morning!

Want to learn more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-
scheduled role? Fill out the survey on the table in the narthex and place it in the
basket or speak with a pastor.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@pblctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Thank you for your patience during this transition without
office support staff. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call for
emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by calling
(585)223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@pblcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org



The Reality of Division

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus calls on his hearers to turn
their hearts away from greed and instead to generosity, to turn away
from anxious self-preservation and instead to faithful self-giving.
But such practice rubs against humanity’s deepest-seated sin, so
conflict is born out of Jesus’ peace-filled activity. Jesus’ words and
actions had already pitted him against the religious leaders and will
lead him to the cross. Now, in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks to the
reality of that division.

His words unsettle us, yet they are spoken for a reason. In Jeremiah
23:23-39, God challenges the prophets who dole out lies and deceit
and asks, how long until they turn their hearts back to me? This is a
question of compassion and yearning for a restored relationship.
Likewise, although Jesus’ words are incendiary and speak of broken
relationships, they are meant to prompt the people’s faithful
response: to lay aside anxiety and greed and to turn their hearts to
the treasures of God’s promised kingdom, where Christ takes division
upon himself on the cross.

While fully aware of the realities of conflict and division, we are to live
as hopeful people, praying fervently for God’s compassion and for
the restoration of right relationships.
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