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Prelude:
Meditation on “How Great Thou Art” O STORE GUD
Stuart K Hine
setting, John Carter
The Lone, Wild Bird PROSPECT

setting, Emma Lou Diemer

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is
God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the
“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal
gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW 853
sts. 1, 2, 3,4

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
N

|
P

- X0 ———]
a— S !

|

o

*§><

17

]
r

Jé

q

L 'R
Q

Glo - ry to Yyou, God, for yours is the earth;
[D —

D

Cﬁf
L
| 18
L
L
| 108

5 |

o
=
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant  worth




| ]
o 5 ¢ ° ¢
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir - its a - flame;
Q | lD [ | ‘l \ | .
Z@w—d | / & [
& ; o
ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho - ly name.
0 |
A ; 2
v ‘ d 5
'Y,
Ours be the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
Q | ‘D ﬁ!k‘l - f _
ANRY, . o : Y IP ~
yours be the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to
receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every
age. Their hope and trust in God'’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future
and to receive the promise of God.
"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. “Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made
from things that are not visible.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. °By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. '°For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God. !'By faith he received power of procreation, even though he



was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful
who had promised. '“Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”

BAIll of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, *for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. °If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 'But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.




GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign.
Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready
to receive from God and to give to others.
[Jesus said:] 3>“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. **For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.

33“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3°be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the
door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. *'Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. *If he comes during the
middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

3%“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *°You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance ELW 638

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.




I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father.
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.

Silence for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the
table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other
side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to
love our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights
in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.

Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor.
If you worship virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

**Please remain standing. **




THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

#1 Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel
with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the
midst of fear and uncertainty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain
our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty,
fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#3 Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in
places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with
compassion and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you make all things new. Strengthen
and renew the relationships we share with these members and friends of
Bethlehem and their families: Aaron & Koosje (Roxanne, Vivian), Allyson & Jim
(Anna), Jennifer & Tony (Antonio, Sofia), Mike & Sandy, and Dan & Linda.
Bring new life and growth to the ministry of our twinned parish in Shurugwi,
Zimbabwe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Breathe new life into those struggling in body, mind, or spirit:

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Maddie, daughter of Kathy’s friends, who has AML Leukemia
e Waverly, friend of Phyllis, who is recovering from anticipated transplant
surgery on August 2
e Torstan who is recovering from a concussion
e Howard as he recovers from anticipated surgery



Wayne who is recovering at home after hip replacement surgery
Lee, who transferred to care at St. John’s Home

Those who are caregivers for loved ones

Those who are ill from Coronavirus and all who care for them

We also remember those we lift before you, silently and aloud...
Silence for individual prayer.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

OFFERING

Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your offerings is available
in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by visiting
blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
For the Beauty of the Earth Conrad Kocher
arr. Beth West
Sue Cardinal, flute
OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, we pray as you taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
Thanks be to God.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice is
available; indicate your need to the communion assistant. If you worship through
the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of the
pastors.

THE COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS
Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764
How Great Thou Art ELW 856

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

LEAVING TO SERVE

SENDING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ~ ELW 774




BENEDICTION

The God of peace, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and
show you the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Entrée en forme de carillon Théodore Dubois
(from Dix Pieces pour Orgue)

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled
role? Fill out the survey on the table in the narthex and place it in the basket or
speak with a pastor.

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@pblctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Thank you for your patience during this transition without
office support staff. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday-Thursday and on-call for
emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an appointment either by calling
(585)223-0634 or emailing pastor.hoffman@pblcfairport.org or
pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.

Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002
Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11159563
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



A Kingdom for the Little Flock

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.” Jesus promises the kingdom to us, his little
flock, straining our minds with this uninhibited generosity. Even to
us, so little and undeserving? Even to us, in the face of so many things
to be afraid of? Suddenly everything we hold dear in this world is
repriced, and the true value of things becomes plainly clear. We are
being given the kingdom! So why not sell our possessions and give
to those in need? We are being given the kingdom! So why not wait
on expectant tiptoes for the master? When he comes he will wait on
us! The Father’s free generosity calls forth in us a generosity we have
never before known. Fear is now met with anticipation, and
tightfistedness with open hands. We are being given the kingdom, so
now we know what true treasure looks like. And yet, like our fathers
and mothers in faith that the Hebrews reading speaks of, we too
“desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.” But in Christ our
heavenly country has already arrived. In him, God has freely given us
the kingdom.



