
Sunday, August 1, 2021 ~  

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of 

thousands, some who were there press him 

for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily 

manna they want. As always in John’s gospel 

when people want a sign, Jesus offers 

himself. He is the bread come from heaven to 

give life to the world. He calls us to come to 

him and believe in him, and through that 

relationship to know the one who sent him. 

 

 

Welcome!  

We are so glad to have you share in worship at Bethlehem today. If you are visiting, please 

introduce yourself to one of the Pastors – they would love to greet you personally!  

Today's service will be recorded and live-streamed. By participating in this service, you 

automatically consent to such recordings. Our camera operators take care to focus on worship 

leaders and not participants, but there may be times you are visible. Please speak with a pastor 

following worship if you have concerns.  

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further information, or leave a 

prayer request or comment through our website - https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll 

down the page to request or share information.  

Children are welcome and encouraged to participate in worship. We have designated space 

within the sanctuary (underneath the window of Jesus, the Good Shepherd) that is reserved for 

families who may need additional space for strollers or carriers for children who cannot yet wear 

masks. We ask you to attend to distancing. If there is a way we can make worship a more 

hospitable environment for your family, please speak to a pastor or leave a comment through our 

website (see above).  

Hearing assistance: Our sound system is equipped with personal hearing loop devices. Please 

ask an usher for a loop device. 

Holy Communion: All are welcome to share in Christ’s meal of forgiveness and grace. Children 

who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a blessing. (If you feel your child is 

ready to receive or have additional questions, please speak with one of our Pastors.) Please see 

additional notes about the Sacrament in the service portion of the bulletin. 

Our Perrin Street entrance is accessible. Please ask for help if you need assistance.  

Please silence your cell phones:  As a courtesy to others, we ask that you please silence your 

cell phones during worship. 

https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/


Prelude:  The Feast Is Ready   (ELW #531)                   arr. Aaron David Miller 

 

 

Gathering Words/Welcome and Announcements 

100th Anniversary Presentation 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

At home: create a focal point for worship in your home. A green plant calls to mind the color of 

the Sundays after Pentecost and serves as a reminder of growth and maturing in our life of 

faith, a frequent focus of the gospel texts during this season.  

 

In-person: we encourage your participation in spoken and sung liturgy while remaining 

masked. 

 

Call to Worship: 

 

In the beginning 

before time, before people, before the world began, God was.  

Here and now 

among us, beside us, enlisting the people of earth for the purposes of heaven, God is.   

In the future,  

when we have turned to dust and all we know has found its fulfilment, God will be.  

Not denying the world, but delighting in it, not condemning the world, but redeeming it, through 

Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

God was. God is. God will be!   

 

  



Gathering Hymn:     Let the Whole Creation Cry    #876 

 

 



Greeting: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day:  

Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat 

and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Reading: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget 

God’s saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, 

God miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat. 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land 

of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out 

into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

  4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 

the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they 

will follow my instruction or not.” 

  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 

the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 

of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the 

cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; 

say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of 

bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 

  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer 

of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness 

was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said 

to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 

bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

The gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 6:24-35 

Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him 

throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest. 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they themselves 

got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 

come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because 

you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that 

perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For 

it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to 

perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so 

that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the 

manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then 

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 

heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is 

that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give 

us this bread always.” 

  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day:    O Bread of Life from Heaven    #480 

 



Response to the Word: 

Blessed are they whose way is blameless, 

Who follow the teaching of the Lord!  

 

United with believers across space and time, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 

differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us 

again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us 

for life in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 

of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 
 

The Prayers of the People: 

In the silences of our prayer you are encouraged to remember those  

whose needs are known to us listed below.  



 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

Brief silence 

 

You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you provide 

for carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us together and restore 

the unity of the faith. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those who 

are despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true bread from 

heaven that gives life to the world. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of hospitality 

for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or elsewhere, prepare 

us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

O God, the strength of the weak and comforter of sufferers; mercifully hear our prayers, and 

grant to your servants the help of your power, that their sickness may be turned into health and 

sorrow into joy.  

  

We pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of: 

• Darrell Kilburn who died on 7/26 

• Helen Scott (sister of Pr. Richard Hembrock) who died on 7/24 

• Kenneth Scott (brother-in-law of Pr. Richard Hembrock) who died on 7/23 

  

We pray with thanksgiving for:  

• Grace Lindahl and Norm Isaacson, married on 7/24 

 

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:  

• Willard (father of Kay) who has been diagnosed with cancer and entered hospice care 

• Carrie who is recovering from surgery following a cancer diagnosis 

• Joan (first wife of Bob) who is recovering from a fall 

• Erin (daughter of Kathy & Joe) as she recovers from spinal surgery on 7/29 

• Anne as she recovers from a bike accident 

• Daniel (son of Susan & Dick) as he recovers from brain surgery 

• Ray (friend of Dave) who is experiencing health issues 

• Sandra (sister of Jan) as she begins chemotherapy  

• Bill (brother of Bob) who is rehabilitating following a fall and awaiting test results 



• Jim who is in rehabilitation care  

• Those who are involved with the ongoing work of caregiving for loved ones 

• Those who are infected with or recovering from Coronavirus, and their caregivers 

 

. . . and those we name aloud or silently before you.  

 

Silence 

  

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray today for these sisters and brothers in Christ:  David & Marsha, Sandy, Cathy, Martha, 

Christin & Tom, Jenna, and Zoe. And we pray for our sisters and brothers in our twinned parish 

in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Greet those with whom you worship physically with a sign of peace. At home, extend the peace 

of Christ through the comments section or text to those who are at a distance. 

 

Offering 

 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive 

God’s blessing and fulfill God’s purpose. We celebrate the opportunity to 

share our abundance – of compassion, of time, and of material resources.   

If you would like to make a one-time gift electronically, scan the QR (quick 

response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile giving 

page. For recurring gifts, download the Tithe.ly app. Checks may also be 

mailed to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 48 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY 

14450. Those worshipping in person may leave their offerings in the basket in the narthex. 

 

Whatever form your offering takes, we give thanks to God for you and your generosity. 

 

Offering of Music:  

Song of Hope                                   Catherine Rollin 

Preston Fuerbacher, piano 

 

 
 



Offertory:      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful          #182 

 
 

Offertory Prayer: 

Let us pray. God of mercy and grace,  

the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things 

that we may come to the help of all in need, though Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Words of Institution: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gracious God, out or your great love, you sent Jesus to be our bread. 

Lord, give us this bread always. 

By your Spirit, fill us and this meal with your presence, 

and strengthen us to be your body in the world. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion: 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come and be fed! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Distribution of Communion:   

 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. All are welcome to share in Christ’s meal of 

forgiveness and grace. Children who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a 

blessing. (If you feel your child is ready to receive or have additional questions, please contact 

one of the Pastors.) Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available; please indicate your need 

to the pastor or communion assistant. You may lower your mask as you receive communion. If 

you worship through the Livestream and wish to receive communion, please reach out to one of 

the pastors.  

 
 

The Communion: 



 

 
  



 

Hymn:    By Your Hand You Feed Your People         #469 

 



Hymn:     I Come with Joy             #482 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn:     What Feast of Love            #487 

 
 

Table Blessing: 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

Amen 

 

Benediction: 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn:    Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing        #544 

 
 

Dismissal: 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: Postlude on “Simple Gifts”                              Shaker tune/arr. Wilbur Held 

 

Please plan to join us on Sunday, August 8 at 10 am, as we launch our 100th Anniversary 

celebration with a joint Outdoor Worship and Reception at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1767 

Plank Road, Penfield. Rev. Korey Finstad will be leading our Homecoming service together 

with our co-pastors, Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson and Rev. Abigail Hoffman. Commemorating 

Bethlehem’s first worship service on August 7, 1921 at the Fairport Town Hall, we will return 

to our parent Bethlehem Lutheran Church on Plank Road for this joint celebration.  

NOTE: This event will be held rain or shine! Please bring your lawn chair. There will be no 

worship service or livestream in Fairport on August 8.  



Calendar for August 1 – August 8 
(Last updated on 7/28/21 at 12 noon, visit https://blcfairport.org/event-directory/ for updates) 

Sunday, August 1 
  9:30 am Worship with  
     Communion (in-person  
     and livestream) 
  11:00 am & 2:00 pm departures 
     BLC On the Go! Erie Canal  
     Kayaking/Canoeing hosted by  
     the Gates & Joyce families 
 
Monday, August 2 
  7:00 pm 100th Anniversary  
     Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, August 3 
 
 
 

Wednesday, August 4 
  8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at the  
     Landmark Restaurant 
  9:30 am Bible Study - Hybrid 
     (In-person or Join via Zoom –  
     ID 943 3691 2942) 
 
Thursday, August 5 
 10:00 am Sunday Morning  
     Launch Team 
     (Join or use ID 898 4036 8632)  
6:30 pm BLC Officers Meeting 
7:00 pm BLC On the Go! Quilting  
     for Lutheran World Relief 
 

Friday, August 6 
  Pastor’s Sabbath 
  2:30 pm BLC Dulcimer Group 
 
Saturday, August 7 
   
Sunday, August 8 
  100th Anniversary  
     Homecoming Worship  
     with Communion at  
     BLC Plank Road  
     10:00 am Worship (note  
     location, start time, and in- 
     person only) with guest Pastor  
     Korey Finstad. There will be a  
     reception following worship! 
  Note: This month’s 2nd Sunday  
  dinner ministry has been  
  switched to 8/22 to allow for  
  participation in the Homecoming  
  service on 8/8!

Calendar for August 8 – August 15 
 
Sunday, August 8 
  100th Anniversary  
     Homecoming Worship  
     with Communion at  
     BLC Plank Road  
     10:00 am Worship (note  
     location, start time, and in- 
     person only) with guest Pastor  
     Korey Finstad. There will be a  
     reception following worship! 
  Note: This month’s 2nd Sunday  
  dinner ministry has been  
  switched to 8/22 to allow for  
  participation in the Homecoming  
  service on 8/8! 
 
Monday, August 9 

Tuesday, August 10 
  11:00 am Liturgy Planning  
     Meeting 
  2:00 pm Support Group for  
     Caregivers 
  6:30 pm Re-Opening Team 
     (Join or use ID 824 6235 3239) 
 
Wednesday, August 11 
  9:30 am Bible Study - Hybrid 
     (In-person or Join via Zoom –  
     ID 943 3691 2942) 
  6:00 pm Mission & Social  
     Concerns Meeting (Hybrid) 
     (In-person or Join via Zoom –  
     ID 812 1431 6292) 
 

Thursday, August 12 
    
Friday, August 13 
  Pastor’s Sabbath 
  2:30 pm BLC Dulcimer Group 
 
Saturday, August 14 
  9:15 am Property Committee 
 
Sunday, August 15 
  9:30 am Worship with  
     Communion with guest Bishop  
     John Macholz (in-person  
     and livestream) There will be a  
     reception following worship! 

*Beth Schoenfeld will be out of the office for planned time away from August 2 – August 6 

Church Office Hours: We continue to hold remote office hours M-F from 9 am to 12 noon. For further assistance or 
urgent pastoral care needs while Beth is away, or outside of office hours, please call the office and leave a message on 
the pastoral care line. Our co-Pastor’s schedules vary from week to week. Both are available for scheduled 
appointments.  

Zoom Meetings at BLC: The easiest way to join is to use the direct link available in the Calendar of Events on our 
website. If you don’t see your meeting in the Calendar of Events or have questions, please contact your group leader or 
the church office for assistance or additional details! 

In-Person Meetings at BLC:  To help us schedule and plan for our increased facility use requests, we now require 
scheduling with this simple form (found at https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/) for each planned meeting, 
event and activity at BLC. Please complete the form so that we can check for availability, reserve the space, and plan 
accordingly.  If you have any questions, or do not hear back within 3 business days of submitting a form, please call the 
church office to check on the status of your request. 

https://blcfairport.org/event-directory/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94336912942?pwd=cy9JY25zT2tmVUYvOGU0TktqNTE2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89840368632?pwd=VGw0cEVoNEJEYXF1M3dxd1JidXB2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82462353239?pwd=VEhxREN6WG0vWW14Wnh6aGFMMEJ0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94336912942?pwd=cy9JY25zT2tmVUYvOGU0TktqNTE2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81214316292?pwd=T2hpRkxYVWpwMnQxaVBCNVFGSHU1QT09
https://blcfairport.org/event-directory/
https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/


From Rumbling Tummies to Living Bread 

 

Today’s texts move us from rumbling tummies and flaring tempers to a refocusing on 

the blessings poured out and the primary benefactor. We see the gifts of God, which 

come in a variety of ways: physical nourishment, roles and talents lifted up in community, 

new life given now and into the ages of ages. We find that the gifts are responses to 

various actions—complaining, building for the future, longing for signs of promise and 

hope. Yet each of these actions and the gifts mean little if we are not able to see the one 

who is the giver and to recognize that the gifts are not merely about what we can do to 

get them or what signs are needed to prove them; rather, it is about trust in God, who is 

the source of life and living—the one who provides the true bread from heaven. Our role 

in this story is to tell the history of God’s giving, similar to the psalmist. It is to open our 

eyes to the way the bread of heaven is sustaining us today, physically and spiritually. And 

as a community living in God’s promise, we look to the one God sends to us as the bread 

of life. In many early Hebrew and Greek writings, the stomach was a driving force and a 

place where hope and faith were lodged. The readings point us to see how a longing for 

food opens a greater dwelling place for the gifts of faith and promise. From our physical 

depths we are called to experience a greater spiritual reality. 

 

 

 

 
Call to worship from A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Worship Group, Morning Liturgy A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732. 
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from OneLicense under Annual License #A-724002 

Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11159563 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 

Of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

48 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY ~ (585) 223-0634 ~ www.blcfairport.org 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 

http://www.blcfairport.org/

	Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from he...
	Welcome!
	Give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins
	Save us from the time of trial
	For the kingdom, the power,
	and the glory are yours,
	Distribution of Communion:
	48 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY ~ (585) 223-0634 ~ www.blcfairport.org

