7 am
there

damong
cIT

MAT THEW 18:20

Sunday, September 6, 2026
157 Sunday after Penlecost

" LUTHERAN CHURCH
48 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY ~ (585) 223-0634 ~ www.blcfairport.org



http://www.blcfairport.org/




PRELUDE

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song John Carter
(BRIDEGROOM — ELW 403) tune, Peter Cutts
Flow Gently, Sweet Afton J. Carter
(AFTON WATER — ELW 508) tune, Jonathan E. Spilman
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet
Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that
he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Red hymnal - ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Blue hymnal - ACS - All Creation Sings

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

We confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ELW 557

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. ®If I say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their
blood I will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity,
but you will have saved your life.

1Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” ! Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as
a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned
against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. '° But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 7 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile
and a tax collector. '8 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. !° Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. 2 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue = ELW 644




APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

#1 Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of
all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal
communities crying out after disaster. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



#3 Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who
labor. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for Direct Support Professionals who assist others with care and daily
tasks; and for our siblings in faith in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. In
all our endeavors, remind us that we who are many, are one body in Christ. God of
grace.

hear our prayer.

We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us.

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Gene K, childhood friend of Hans W-P, who died 8/30
e Marilyn R, former BLC member living in Georgia, who died 8/11

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:
e Allison, cousin of Chris M, who has entered hospice care
e Joyce, sister-in-law of Mark F, who is in the ICU

Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.
Silence for individual prayer.

God of grace
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s -1 E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC

Pastorale Cécile Chaminade
from La Nef Sacrée, op. 171, no. 4
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.



THE COMMUNION
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All who are hun-gry and thirst -y,

come, and your souls will be fed.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion;

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

HYMNS FOR COMMUNION

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

Lord, Be Glorified

ELW 470
ELW 744

TABLE BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.



LEAVING TO SERVE

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F* one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN God Be with You Till We Meet Again ELW 536

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news!

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Concluding Voluntary R. G. Thompson

The flowers today are given in memory of Bob Lohr by Judy Lohr.



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Thank you...to Pastor Imani Olear, who is leading worship today. Pastor Imani
is the Director of Evangelical Mission and Associate with the Bishop for Justice
Ministries for the Upstate NY Synod. Welcome, Pastor Imani!

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blctairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Sandy Squires holds office hours on Wednesdays from 9-1
and 1s responsive to phone and email Monday through Friday during usual business
hours. Please communicate your needs through the church office by phone (585)
223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are available Sunday
— Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to schedule an
appointment either by calling the church office or emailing
pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR FOR
KICK OFF SUNDAY!

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License
under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition.

Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

“Glory to You, God”, All Creation Sings — Holy Communion, Setting 12, Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: J. Bert Carlson, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
With One Voice - Holy Communion, Setting Five, Music: Jeremy Young, © 2000, Augsburg Fortress
Gospel Acclamation: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”, Text and Music: Handt Hanson
© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.

“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” Tune: Peter Cutts — BRIDEGROOM; Music: John Carter
© 1995 Hope Publishing Company
“Flow Gently, Sweet Afton” Tune: Jonathan E. Spilman — AFTON WATER
Music: John Carter © John Carter (adm. Hal Lenoard LLC — arrangeme.com)

“Pastorale” — from La Nef Sacrée, op. 171, no. 4
Music: Cécile Chaminade © 2026 The Leupold Foundation
“Concluding Voluntary” Music: R. G. Thompson © 1980, 1985 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.



Called to Community

Jesus says, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am
there among them” (Matt. 18:20). In these Sundays after Pentecost,
we are repeatedly reminded that God has not abandoned us and that
Christ’s resurrection and ascension are a beginning for us, not an end.
The readings this week focus on the practical work of the gathered
Christian community: turning from sin to repentance, from conflict to
reconciliation. The question is as relevant today as it was for the
disciples and the first Christians: How do we live together, work
together, as the body of Christ? We have been saved by grace,
liberated by God’s love to love one another. What does it mean for us
and for our community to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14)
and to clothe ourselves in love?

We keep asking these questions because the way we gather as
Christians continues to be profoundly countercultural. We do not
gather as a social club, drawn and kept together only by shared
demographics and interests. If church is only a social club, there is no
reason to continue to gather if conflict arises, if uncomfortable issues
are raised, or if “the way it’s always been” begins to change. If church
is only a social club, there is no reason to do the hard work of
reconciliation and forgiveness.

God calls us into community knowing that being in community is
hard. In scripture we can find practical guidance for gathering through
good and hard times. The Holy Spirit is always at work—in, through,
and among us—to gather and regather us again. In community we
meet and become Christ’s body in ways that are impossible for us as
individuals; all the commandments are fulfilled in this call to
neighbor-love (Rom. 13:9).



