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PRELUDE

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling Wilbur Held
(IN BABILONE) tune, Dutch folk, 18th cent.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of the church’s mission with images drawn
from daily life. The harvest is already plentiful, he says, but laborers are needed
for work in the fields of daily life. What are we to do? We are to do that to which
our worship invites us: Let our conversation be shaped by the good news, extend
Christ’s peace wherever we find ourselves, and share our bread with the hungry.

Red hymnal - ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Blue hymnal - ACS - All Creation Sings

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

We confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Rise Up, O Saints of God!

ELW 669

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to
yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely
share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

READING: Romans 5:1-8
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were
brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death.

! Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, > through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. ° And not only
that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces
endurance, * and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, ° and
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. " Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ® But God proves his love
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.  Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. '’ For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. '' But more than that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:23

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here,
he instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through
their words and deeds.

39 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness. *° When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. */ Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; °® therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



' Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. * These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; ° Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaecus
and Thaddaeus; * Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.

° These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a
road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, ° but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. ” As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The
kingdom of heaven has come near.” © Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those
with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without
payment. ’ Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, '’ no bag for your
journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their
food. ' Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay
there until you leave. '* As you enter the house, greet it. ' If the house is worthy,
let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to
you. '* If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust
from your feet as you leave that house or town. '° Truly I tell you, it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that
town.

'0“I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. ' Beware of them, for they will hand you over to
councils and flog you in their synagogues, '® and you will be dragged before
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
gentiles. " When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or
what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, >’ for
it 1s not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you. ! Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will
rise against parents and have them put to death, >* and you will be hated by all
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. > When
they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not
have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ Called to Baptize

ELW 575

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of

the world.

A brief silence.




#1 God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we
observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who proclaim
your liberating love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

#2 God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join
the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

#3 God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the
wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God
of grace

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for those celebrating graduations this month and for all those who
have been helpers along the way supporting them; and for our siblings in faith in
our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our partnerships remind us of
your abundance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us.

We give thanks for those graduating from high school, especially:
e Tor C, Anna D, Alison H, Sofia J, Allison R, Emerson S, and Abby T

We pray for those who grieve, especially the family and friends of:
e Bob W, friend and former colleague of Jim B, who died on 5/25

We pray for those in need of healing, especially:

e Linda J, who has moved to the Friendly Home

e Rev. Gary S, Camp Mount Luther Board President, recovering from
surgery
Nancy F, who is back home recovering from her hospital stay
Dottie, mother of Alli O, recently hospitalized
Nancy S, who is recovering from surgery following a fall
Roberta, sister of Carolyn Ann S, who is recovering after a fall



Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.

Silence for individual prayer.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING GOD’S MEAL

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text.

OFFERING
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share.
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your E s = E

offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile E

giving page.

OFFERING OF MUSIC
Spirit of Gentleness Jane Morale and Glen Zagorski
tune, James K. Manley


https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/
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() = . —
[T ] ] ™ I
(0 — I - — 1
= ’ e
Let the vine- yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0 = —
A | I [ ' ! ' —1
Y, —
bless - ing. Gath - er a har- vest from the seeds that were
0=
)74 1 1 |
(o F —1— i i
o — -
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
0t e = |
fan i ) 4 : 1 P ]
\J ;
Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; wu- nite them with the prayers we
N . —
e — ==
\;jf P d\,___/
of - fer now. Grace  our ta - ble with your pres - ence,
0z
)74 11 1 ]
I\I‘Lmu —+ J‘ K ‘[ J — ] | | ! I
S ’ v
Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and

forever. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice

is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.

THE COMMUNION
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst -y,

come, and your souls will be fed.
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Eat of the bread of sal -va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

HYMNS FOR COMMUNION
Break Now the Bread of Life ELW 515
I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661

TABLE BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever

Amen.
LEAVING TO SERVE
SENIOR RECOGNITION
BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F* one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands ACS 1000

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit Bob Chilcott
tune, African American spiritual



BLC Pastors
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors

BLC Musicians

Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist

Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director

Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers

Additional musical leadership provided by:
Richard DePasquale, trumpet
Jane Morale, violin
Glen Zagorski, guitar/trombone

Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role?
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!

Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website -
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share
information.

What’s happening at BLC this week? Visit the Calendar of Events at
www.blcfairport.org. Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there. If you
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at
office@blctairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/

Church office hours: Sandy Squires holds office hours on Wednesdays from 9-1
and is responsive to phone and email Monday through Friday during usual
business hours. Please communicate your needs through the church office by
phone (585) 223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are
available Sunday — Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to
schedule an appointment either by calling the church office or emailing
pastor.hoffman(@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy(@blcfairport.org
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (v8S)

PRE-REGISTER NOW!
JULY 20-23, 2026
AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN IN PI TTSFORD

BLC is partnering with St. Paul's, Pittsford again
for this FREE summer’s VBS program!
Ages Pre-K-5" Grade

Augsburg Fortress resources are being livestreamed by permission. All rights reserved.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43732.
Permission to stream and print the music in this service obtained from One License under Annual License #A-724002
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
“Glory to You, God”, All Creation Sings — Holy Communion, Setting 12, Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: J. Bert Carlson, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
With One Voice - Holy Communion, Setting Five, Music: Jeremy Young, © 2000, Augsburg Fortress
Gospel Acclamation: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”, Text and Music: Handt Hanson
© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
“Come to the Table”, Text: Claire Cloninger, Music: Martin J. Nystrom, © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music;, Juniper Landing Music (adm. Word Music)
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” , Tune: Dutch folk, 18th cent., Music: Wilbur Held, © 1979 Concordia Publishing House
“Spirit of Gentleness”, Music: James K. Manley, © 1978 James K. Manley
“Ev’ry Time You Feel the Spirit”, Tune: African American spiritual, Music: Bob Chilcott, © 2001 Oxford University Press






Congratulations Graduates

Tor, Anna, Alison, Sofia,
Allison, Emerson, and Abby

Special fellowship time following worship




From the Cloud of Witnesses

You are like stones of a temple of the Father, prepared for the building of God the
Father, hoisted up on high by the crane of Jesus Christ, that is, the cross, using the
Holy Spirit for a rope. Your faith is your windlass, and love is the road that leads up
to God. So you are all traveling companions, carrying God and temple, and Christ
and your sacred things, and being fully arrayed in the commands of Jesus Christ.
Pray constantly for others. Permit them to be instructed by you, at least through your
deeds. To their anger, be meek; to their boasts, be humble; to their abuse, utter your
prayers; to their error, be steadfast in faith; to their savagery, be gentle. Let us be
zealous to imitate the Lord, so that no plant of the devil may be found in you, but
with all purity and sobriety you may remain in union with Jesus Christ, in both flesh
and spirit.

—Ignatius of Antioch

[Ignatius, in The Apostolic Fathers: An American Translation, ed. Edgar J.
Goodspeed (NY: Harper & Brothers, 1950), 209-210.]



