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PRELUDE 
Andante con moto         C. V. Stanford 
    founded on an old Irish church melody 
     from Six Short Preludes and Postludes, op. 101/6 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The 
body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We have died 
with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer 
thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Una versión en español de la orden de culto de hoy está disponible en el 
himnario azul All Creation Sings que comienza en la página 8. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
To you, O God,  
all hearts are open, to you all desires are known. We come to you, confessing 
our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us 
your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake 
of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 
resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy 
and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
  



 
GATHERING HYMN  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing      ELW 886 

Stanzas 1, 2, 3: All 
                     4: Choir 
                 5, 6: All 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all 
creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and 
spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP FOR KIDS AND JOY! 
All kids ages 3 through elementary are welcome to a special time of hearing the 
Word, conversation and activity! Parents can remain in the sanctuary while the 
kids gather in designated spaces. Worship for Kids (Ages 3 – Grade 2) meets 
across the hall from the sanctuary and JOY! (Grades 3 – 5) meets downstairs. 
Kids will return during the offering so they can participate in Communion. 
 
READING: Psalm 66 
 1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
  2 sing the glory of his name; 
  give to him glorious praise. 
 3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
  Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you. 
 4 All the earth worships you; 
  they sing praises to you, 
  sing praises to your name.” 
 5 Come and see what God has done: 
  he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 
 6 He turned the sea into dry land; 
  they passed through the river on foot. 
 There we rejoiced in him, 
  7 who rules by his might forever, 
 whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
  let the rebellious not exalt themselves. 
 8 Bless our God, O peoples; 
  let the sound of his praise be heard, 
 9 who has kept us among the living 
  and has not let our feet slip. 
 10 For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us as silver is tried. 



 11 You brought us into the net; 
  you laid burdens on our backs; 
 12 you let people ride over our heads; 
  we went through fire and through water; 
 yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Sung two times

 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 
Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan 
healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise and worship God 
and give thanks for God’s mercy. 
11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria 
and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached 
him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he 



saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He 
prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a 
Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other 
nine? 18 Did none of them return to give glory to God except this 
foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has 
made you well.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Have You Thanked the Lord?        ELW 829 
Stanzas 1: Cantors 
         2, 3: All 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

 Our prayers are always offered on behalf of the whole community. 
 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
#1 Gracious God, you lead your people to faith. Remind the church that your word 
flows into the world through us. Send each of us the Holy Spirit, that through our 
words and deeds, the world may know you. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#2 Creating God, you provide cleansing and healing waters. Water the earth’s 
lands in parched places here and around the world. Restore clean water to all 
communities and guide the work of all who advocate for safe and abundant water 
supplies. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
#3 Righteous One, you bring justice and wholeness throughout the world, and your 
righteousness endures forever. By your spirit, guide leaders of all nations and 
lands to right relationship with you and with one another. Lead them to paths of 
peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for people impacted by domestic violence; and for our siblings in faith in 
our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. May our partnerships remind us of 
your abundance. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
 
We know that all people matter in your eyes and you know their cares and 
concerns, their hopes and joys. We pray for those whose needs are known to us. 
 
We pray for those in need of healing, especially: 
• Paulette C, who fell on 10/2 and is recovering at home 
• Anita T who is hospitalized 
• Volker H who is recovering from anticipated surgery on 9/30 

  



 
Hear the names of those we raise to you in our hearts or on our voice.  
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING GOD’S MEAL 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Share the peace in a way that cares for friend and neighbor. If you worship 
virtually, share the peace through the comments section or text. 

 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your offerings that support the ongoing ministry that we share. 
Information about supporting Bethlehem's ministry with your 
offerings is available in the Welcome insert in your pew rack or by 
visiting blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry or scan the QR (quick 
response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile 
giving page.  
 
OFFERING OF MUSIC 
A Thankful Heart         Mark Patterson 
    incorporating the tune FOREST GREEN 
 

The Chancel Choir 
  

https://blcfairport.org/support-our-ministry/


 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn 
our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant 
people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so 
loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, 
and make us one in this community of faith and with your people throughout 
the world.  
 
Glory and praise to you, O God,  
Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who 
  sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Our communion bread is gluten-free, unless noted by the pastor. Grape juice 
is available; indicate your need to the communion assistant.  

  



 
THE COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
HYMNS FOR COMMUNION  
In the Singing          ELW 466 
Creating God, Your Fingers Trace          ELW 684 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
LEAVING TO SERVE 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Oh, Sing to the Lord         ELW 822 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Nun danket alle Gott               Albert L. Travis 
    (Now thank we all our God)       tune, Johann Crüger 
 
 
 
  



 
 
BLC Pastors 
The Rev. Abigail Zang Hoffman and The Rev. Amy Walter-Peterson, co-Pastors 
 
BLC Musicians 
Raelynn Clare, Music Director and Organist 
Chrisanne Gates, Chancel Choir Director 
Rich Towsley, Director of The Folk Group and BLC Dulcimers 
Additional musical leadership provided by:  
    Cantors: Roxanne Jeanotte, Vivian Jeanotte  
    Flute: Sue Cardinal 
    Percussion: James Berner, Margie Gaul, Dave Wideman 
 
Thank you to all those who participated in worship this Sunday! Want to learn 
more about what roles are needed in worship or sign-up for a pre-scheduled role? 
Talk with one of the pastors following worship or send an email to  
volunteersupport@blcfairport.org and we’ll follow up!   
 
Communicate with us: Share more about who you are, request further 
information, or leave a prayer request or comment through our website - 
https://blcfairport.org/share-in-worship/ - scroll down the page to request or share 
information.  
What’s happening at BLC this week?  Visit the Calendar of Events at 
www.blcfairport.org.  Zoom links for virtual meetings are also found there.  If you 
would like to schedule a meeting or event, please email the church office at 
office@blcfairport.org or visit https://blcfairport.org/blc-facility-request/ 
 
Church office hours: Please communicate your needs through the church office 
by phone (585) 223-0634 or by email office@blcfairport.org. Our co-Pastors are 
available Sunday – Thursday and on-call for emergencies. Contact them directly to 
schedule an appointment either by calling the church office or emailing 
pastor.hoffman@blcfairport.org or pastor.amy@blcfairport.org 
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Blessings and Miracles Abound 
 
 
 
 

Today is a day of unexpected blessings and miracles, signs of how 
God is active and alive and present in our world and in our lives when 
we are open and receptive to the possibilities. We hear, read about, 
and experience healing. Fragile relationships are restored. Hope is 
experienced in profound ways. Naaman, a commander and mighty 
warrior, suffers from leprosy, and even though he first denies the 
cure, Naaman accepts the advice of his servant, and by God’s action 
his skin and its disease is washed clean (2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c). Also 
afflicted with leprosy, ten lepers implore God’s mercy and are made 
clean. But the outsider—the foreigner—is the only one who returns 
to give thanks. Today many of us encounter other hardships of all 
sorts. 2 Timothy 2:8-15 makes the stark point that we all suffer. But 
our God joins us in our sufferings and in our hardships, making us 
whole through our spiritual cleansing of baptism and filled with God’s 
Spirit. 


